
ORDINANCE #360 

An Ordinance requiring burning permits within the town of Yacolt 
and authorizing issuance of burning permits. Deleting Ordinance 
#344. 

WHEREAS, RCW 70.94.740 through 70.94.780 prohibits outdoor burning 
except in accordance with said statute and the Washington Admini­
strative Code Rules promulgated pursuant thereto; and, 

WHEREAS, said limited outdoor burning shall be allowed only by 
persons who have acquired a permit from the Town of Yacolt and are 
conducting the burning of outdoor fires in accordance with the law; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON, 
DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Permit Required for Outdoor Burning. The Town of Yacolt 
shall be and is hereby designated as a limited outdoor burning area. 
Outdoor burning shall not be allowed within the Town of Yacolt 
unless the persons conducting the outdoor burning shall first obtain 
a permit from the Clerk/Treasurer of the Town of Yacolt and other 
wise burn outdoor fires in accordance with the laws and regulations 
promulgated by the State of Washington and the Town of Yacolt. 

Section 2. Permit Issued. The Clerk/Treasurer of the Town of Yacolt 
is authorized to issue a uniform "written permit to conduct open 
burning" as is promulgated through regulations, ordinances and 
policies of the Department of Ecology. 

Section 3. Permit Fee. Persons desiring to conduct outdoor fires 
shall obtain a written permit from the Clerk/Treasurer upon the 
payment$ 0 . Said permit shall be valid for the balance of the 
calendar year in which it is issued and it shall expire on 
December 31st of said calendar year. 

Section 4. Fires Allowed. The following outdoor fires described 
in this section may be burned subject to the provisions of RCW 
70.94, the Ordinances of the Town of Yacolt, the rules of the Yacolt 
Fire Department, and the laws and rules enforced by the Department 
of Natural Resources and by the Department of Ecology of the State 
of Washington. 
(1) Fires consisting of leaves, clippings, prunings and other 
natural vegetation originating on lands where burning occurs. 
(2) Fires consisting of residue of a natural character such as 
trees, stumps, shrubbery or other natural vegetation arising from 
land clearing projects Of agricultural pursuits for pest or disease 
control. 
(3) Burning must be restricted 
property where burning occurs. 
except what paper is necessary 

to natural v@getat:ciiogr g~ownn onh the 
All other material is prohibited 

to start the fire. 

Section 5. Burning Rules. All outdoor fires are subject to the 
following rules: 
(1) A fire protection authority may declare a fire hazard in areas 
where burning is banned and in areas where burning is allowed. If 
open burning is determined the most appropriate manner to abate the 
fire hazard, the request must be reviewed and permitted by local air 
pollution control authority. 
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(2) The local fir e prote ction authority may be p e rmitted to burn 
structures and othe r mat e rials for fire training :pu-r:pd:5ec... Any 
such r e que st must be r e vie we d and p e rmitt e d by loc al. a ir pollution 
control authority. 
(3) No open burning shall be done during the declare d period of 
impaired air quality. Burning conditions shall b e obtained e ach 
day before starting to burn. 
(4) Burning must b e done with the following cle arance s from struct­
ure s prope rty line s and othe r combustible mat e rials: 
(a) Not l e ss than fift een f ee t whe n using an approve d burning 
appliance . 
(b) Not l e ss than t we nty five f ee t for pile sizes four f eet by four 
f eet or l e ss. 
(c) Not l e ss than fifty f e et for pile size s great e r than four feet 
by four fee t but l e ss than ten feet by ten feet. 
(5) The pe rson capable of e xtinguishing the fire shall attend it at 
all times and the fire must be totally extinguished b e fore leaving it. 
(6) Burning shall be conducte d only du~ing daylight hours and only 
one pile may be burne d at a time and it must be e xtinguishe d be fore 
starting another. 
(7) The burn pile shall not b e large r than t e n f ee t by ten f e et by 
thre e f e et (10 x 10 x 3); provide d, howe ve r, that large r pile s may 
be burne d by spe cial approval; provide d further that the applicant 
shall pay any additional cost incurre d for f e es r e que sted by p e r­
mitting authority. 
(8) No fires are pe rmitted in or within five hundred feet of a forest 
slash and without a slash burning p e rmit. 
(9) If a fire cre ate s a nuisance , it must be e xtinguished upon 
dire ction from fire control authority, air pollution control autho­
rity or the She riff's Office . 

Section 6 Violations. 
Chie f, the Clark County 
violation to the p e rson 
following: 

Clark County Fire Marshall - Yacolt Fire 
Sheriff's De partme nt may issue a notice of 
r e sponsible for the f i re unde r any of the 

(1) Conditions of a permit issued under this Ordinance are violated. 
(2) Any open fire is ignited where, under this Ordinance, such fires 
are prohibited or whe re a permit is required and has not been obtained; 
(3) Prohibited mate rials are burned in an ope n fire ; 
(4) Any open fire is ignited whe n a co~dition §~ impaire d air quality 
or air pollution e pisode stage is declared; 
(5) Any ignited ope n fire that is not extinguished whe n a condition of 
impaire d air quality or air pollut ion e pisode is declared; 
(6) The fire cause s e missions detrime ntal to health; 
(7) The fire cause s emissions that unreasonably inte rfere with prop­
e rty use and enjoyme nt. 

Se ction 7. Penaltie s. A violation of this Ordinance may subject a 
p e rson to any pe nalty or other r e me dy authorized in RCE 70.94. If a 
fire protection authority is called to r e spond to control or e xting­
uish an ille gal or out of control · fire , said fire control authority 
may charge and r e cove r from the person r e sponsible for the fire the 
costs of its response and control action . 

Violations unde r the pre ce ding s e ction will be a misde meanor in 
accordance with the laws of the Town of Yacolt and shall b e punish­
able by a fine of not more than five hundre d dollars for each 
occurrence . 
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PASSED BY THE COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR OF THE TOWN OF YACOLT 
THIS 5th DAY OF Se pt. , 1995. 

AYES Councilme mbe rs Kaski, Me sse r,Smith 

NAYES NONE -----------------------------------
ABSENT Councilme mbe rs Mason, Robe rtson 

MAYOR (J?~ :21~~ ATTESTJ~ aa~AbA/ 
I hereby certify that this is a true and corre ct copy of Ordinance 
# 360, as r e ad be fore the Council and passed on date herein me ntione d 
and passe d according to law. 

ATTEST A / 
~ ' 

..._ . 
~ (;JV4fi~ . 

Ire ne Christiansen 
Clerk/Tre asure r 


