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R'tSOLY I IO~ NUMBER 

Be it.resolved that the Town Council for the Town of 
Yacolt, State of Washington, met on February lf, 1976 and voted 
to adopt the proposed Rules and Regulations i,,; through 22 as 
proposed, copies of which are attached hereto. / .- ~~ 

r~ .'::> 

ATTEST: 

Town Clerk MAYOR 
February lf, 1976 
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ORDINANCE NO. 181 

Operation of Water Department 

Be it resolved that the Town Council for the Town of Yacolt, State 

of Washington, met on February 17, 1976 and voted to adopt the proposed 

Rules and Regulations 1.1 through 22 as proposed, copies of which are 

attached hereto.• 

Richard L. Alexander 
Mayor 
February 17, 1976 

Attest: 

Pat Krebser 
Town Clerk 
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1. RULES AND REGULATIONS 

1.1. Short Title. Thia Code shall be known aa "Rulea and 

Regulations for the Operation of the Water Department of the Town 

of Yacolt"and may be ao cited and pleaded. 

1.2. 
I 

'nle Water Department and all customer• receiving Scope. 

service from the Water Department, whether inaide or outside the 

Town limit•, are bound by theae Rules and Regulation• for the Operation 

of the Water Department of the Town of Yacolt. 

2. DEFINITIONS OF GENERAL TERMS 

2.1. Town. Whenever the word "Town" ia uaed, it ahall 111ean the 
_____ ....... __ _ 

legally constituted municipal government of the Town of Yacolt. 

2.2. Water Department. Vhene,,er the word• ''Water Department" are 

uaed, they shall mean the Water Department of the Town of Yacolt. 

Rule• and Regulationa. WheneYer the word• "Rulea and Regulation• 

are Uaed, they ahall mean the Rule• and Regulation• of the Operation of 

the Water Department of the Town of Yacolt. 

2.4 • Town Council. Whenever the words "Town Council" are uaed, 

they ahall '!lean the legally elected or appointed group of membera 

composing the governing body of the Town of Yacolt. 

2.5. Supprintendent. Whenever the word "Superintedent" ia 

used, to ahall mean the peraon appointed by the Town Council to manage the 

affair• of the Water Depar ment. 

2.6. Applicant. Whenever the word ti Applicant" i• uaed, it 

shall mean the person or peraona, fil"III or corporation, making appli

cation for water service from the Water Department under the tenwa of 

these rule• and regulationa. 

2.7. Cuatomer. Whenever the word "CuatoMer" is uaed, it ahall mean an 

applicant who haa been accepted under the tel"lll8 of theae rule• and 

regulations and who receive• water aervice from the Water Depart11ent. 

3. S&RVIClt AREA 

The area aerved by the Water Department •hall be that area included 

.• within the corporate limit• ot the Town of Yacolt, and such other continguoua 

or neighboring territory•• the Town Counail ahall, from time to time, 

determine to aerve. 
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5. APPLICATION FOR SERVICE 

Application Fonn • Each applicant for water service shall 

aign an application form provided by the Water Department giving date 

of application, location.of premiaes, whether they have be aerved before, 

the date on which applicant deaires to have aerYice begin, purpoae for 

which aervice i• to be used, the addreas for mailing or delivery of bill•, 

the applicant•• addres• (owner, tenant, or agent), the claas and size of 

service, and auch other infonaation as the Water Department 'may reaaonably 

require. In aigning the application, the cuatoaer agrees to abide by the 

rule• and regulations of the Water Department. The application ia merely 

a written requeat for aervice and doea not bind the Water Department to aerve. 

Depoaita and Batabliahaent of Credit. At the time application 

for service is 1B&de, the applicant ahall eatabliah hi• credit with the 

Water Department. 

5.2.1. Batabliahment of Credit. The credit of the applicant will 

be deemed eatabliahed: 

a. 

5.2.2. 

All new applicants shall lllake a caah del)Oait with the Water 

Departaent to aecure payment of bill• for aer~ice. The 

del)Oait ahall be a aum equal to the estimated bill for two 

billing period•. 

Depoaits. At the tiae the del)Oait is given to the Water 
..fl!?,. 

Department, the applicant will be given a receipt for the aame. The depoait · 

ia not to be conaidered •• a payment on account. The depoait will be 

returned to the cuatomer when aerYice to the cuatomer ia diacontinued, 

provided all outatanding billa have been paid. The Water De..,...tment may, 

at ita option, return the depoait without application, provided all bills 

have been paid promptly far twelve (12) conaecutive billing periods. 

5.2.:,. Forfeiture of Depoait. It an account becoaea delinquent and 

it is neceaaary to tarn otf the ,:aervice, the depoait ahall be applied to 

the unpaid balance due. Water 8el"Yice will not be reatored to that cuatoaer 

at the aame or different pr ... iaea until all outatanding bills due the 

Water Department ha•• been paid and cash depoait replaced. 

5.'). Application of Amend111enta. Cuatoaera desiring a material 

change in the aize, character, or extent of equiplleftt or operation which 

would result in a material change in the 111110unt of water used, shall give 

the Water Department written notice of auch change prior to the change and 

the application for service shall be amended. Customers deairing a change 

in the aize, location, or number of aervicea ahall fill out an a111ended 

application. 
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SERVICES 

7.1. Definition. The "service connection" shall be that part of the 

water distribution syst.,.. which connects the meter to the 11ain and shall 

normally consist of corporation stop, service pipe, curb stop and box, 

meter, meter yoke, and 11eter box. The "customer service line" shall be 

that part of the piping on the cuato ... r·•s property that connects the 

service connection to the customer's distribution system. 

Ownership, Installation, and Maintenance. The Water Department 

shall own, install, and 11aintain all aervicea and inatallationa and 111ain

tenance shall only be performed by authorized employees of the Water Dept. 

The customer shall own, install, and 111aintain the cuatomer aervice line. 

Service Connection Charge. At the ti11e the applicant file• 

for service where no service pra.iously exists, or it he is filing for a 

change in service, size or location, he shall submit with hi• application ------~ 
the service connection charge. 

Size of Service. The Water Department will furniah and inatall 

a service of such size and at such location• as the applicant requeata, 

provided such requeata are reasonable and that the size requeated i• one 

that is liated by the Water Departlllel'lt. The minilllUlll size of service pipe 

shall be 3/4-inch. The Water Department 11ay retuae to install a aerYice 

line which is 111ule...,.iaad ~· overaized, a• determined by a atudy and repol't 

of the Superintendent to the Town Council. 

7.5. Changes in Service Size. Per11anent changes in the size of the 

service line requested by the customer shall be paid by the'automer on the 

baais of actual coat to the Water Departlleftt for lllaking the change. 

Length ot Seryice. Where the 11ain is in a public right-of-way, 

the meter will be placed at the right-of-way line nearest the property to 

be aerved for the standard connection fee, provided the length of service 

does not exceed the width of the right-of-way. 

Where the 11ain is on an ease111ent or publicly owned property other than 

designated public rights-of-way, the aervice shall be inatalled to the 

boundary of the easement or public property by the Water Department, provided 

the length of service doe• not exceed thirty ()O) feet. 

If, in either case cited above, the length of service line to the meter 

location exceeds the 11azimum state4, the applicant ahall pay the extra cost 

of the line on the basis of actual cost to the Water Department for labor, 

materials, and equipment rental, plus 20 percent of the total. 

* 



.. 
> . ... 

• 
Joint Service Connection•• 'flle Water Department may, at it• 

option, aerve two or more premiaea with one •ervice connection. Cl, new 

service connection•, the in•ide diameter of •uch joint aerYice line• ahall 

be auffioient to provide a carrying capacity not lea• than the combined 

capacity of individual aervice line• of the ta111e aize as the 11eter• installed. 

Service extension• from an exi•ting service to occupancie• or ownerahip• 

other than that tor which the exiating •erYice wa• intended ahall not be 

permitted except under apecial con•iderationa approved by the Town Council. 

7.8. Number of Service Connection• on Premisea. 'flle owner of a 

single parcel of property .. Y apply for and receive a• anany services aa 

he and hi• tenant• require, provided his application or application• meet 

the requirement• of the rule• and regulationa. 

7.9. Standby Fire Protection Service Connections. 

7.9.1. Purpoae. Standby tire protecation aervice connections 

of 2-inch aize and larger will be inatalled only if adequate proviaiona 

are made to prevent the uae of water from such aervicea for purpo••• other 

than fire extinguiahing. Sealed fire aprinkler ayatema with water-operated 

alarma ahall be considered a• having auch proviaions. 'flle Water Departaent 

may require that a auitable detector-check 11eter be inatalled in the 

atandby fire protection ••rvice connection• to which hoae line• or hydrant• 

are connected. All piping on t~ cuatomer'• pr .. iae• ahall be inatalled 

in accordance with the applicable plumbing code of the Town of Yacolt. 

7.9.2. Charge• for Service. Charge• for atandby fire protection 

aervice will be as stated in the publiahed water rate achedule. No charge wil 

will be .. de for water u•ed in the atandby fire protection aerYice• to 

e«tinguiah accidental fire• or tor l'outine te•ting of the tire protecation 

sy•tem. The cuatomer shall pay the full coat of the atandby tire 

protection aervice connection, any required detector-check meter•, and any 

reqired apecial water meter or other device installed aolely for the 

aervice to the atandby connection. 

7.9.3. Violation of Reaulationa. If water ia uaed from a 

atandby connecation aervice in violation of theae regulation•, an 

esti111ate of the amount uaed will be computed by the Water Department. 

The cuato111er ahall pay for the water uaed at the regular rate•, including 

the ~.11infflUffl cl)arge baaed on the size of the service connection and 

subsequent bill• rendered on the baaia of regular water ratea. 

?.to. Fire Service Connection• other than Standby. A service 

haveing fire protection facilities on the premiaea and water for other 

. ' 
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purposes flowing through the same service connection shall be considered 

as an ordinary aervice and shall be metered. All water used through that 

service, regardleas of its use, will be charged at the regular rates • 

7.11. Temporary Service Connections. For water service of a 

temporary nature, applicants shall be required to pay in advance the 

estimated coat of inatallation and removal of metering equip111ent and 

material owned and furnished by the Water Depart111ent. The applicant ahall 

also pay his water bill in advance, baaed on an estimate of the quantity 

to be used. 

7.11.1 Time Limit. Temporary service connections shall be 

disconnected and terminated within aix 1110ntha after installlation unless 

an extension of time ia granted in writing by the Water Department. 

7.11.2. Charge for Water Served. Charges for water furnished 

through a temporary aervice connection shall be at the establiahed rates 

aet forth in the current water rate achedule. 

7.11.3. Installation Charge and Deposit•• The applicant for 

temporary service will be required: 

a. To pay the Water Department, in advance, the esti111ated 

cost of installing and removing all facilities neccessary to furnish 

each service. 

b. To deposit an amont sufficient to cover bill• for 

water during the entire period auch temporary service may be used. 

e. To deposit with the Water Depart111ent an a1110nt equal to 

the·value of any equipment loaned by the Water Department to such 

applicant for use on temporary aervice. Thia deposit is refundable under 

the terms hereinafter atipulated. 

7.11.4. Reaponaibility for Meters and Inatallation. The customer 

shall use all poasible care to preYent da111age to the meter or to any 

any other loaned facilities of the Water Department. If the meter or 

other facilities are damaged, the cost of making repair• shall be 

deducted 'from the deposit refund. If the loaned materials are returned 

in saiiafactory condition and all bills patd, the full amount of the 

equi1""ent deposit will be returned to the te111porary customer at the 

tennination of service. 

7.12. CustG111er's Plumbing. 

7.12.1. Plumbing Code. The customer'• plumbing, which shall 

include the cusom•r's aervice line and all plumbing, piping, fixtures, 

and other appurtenances c.~rry-in~ or intended to carry water, a@wage, or 
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drainage, shall comply with the Plumbing Code of the State of Washington. 

z.12.2. Control Valves. Customers shall install a auitable gate and 

check valve in the castomers service line as close to the meter as possible, 

the operation of which will control the entire water supply to the premise• 

served and to prevent the backflow of water into the Town water pipelines • .!ftr 

The customer ehall inetall such additonal pressure reducing valve•, pressure 

relief valve•, check valves, pop-off valves, or other control valves aa 

the customer may deeire or the Water Department may deem necessary to 

protect the customer'• piping from abnormally high or low pressures or from 

interniptions of service. Repair and replacement of aaid control valvee 

shall be the reeponsibility of the cuetomer. 

It shall be a violation of theae Rule• and Regulation• for the 

cuatomer to operate or cause unauthorized operation of the meter stop 

or any other appurtenance• on the service connection. 

7.12.3. Pumps. Where pumping is required to aerve a cuatomer at 

too high an elevation to be eerved by gravity,;the Water Department may, 

at its option, requre the customer to provide a suitable pump as a condition 

of service. The installation shall be subject to approval by the Super

intendent. 

8. METERS 

8.1. Ownerahip. The Water Department will own and maintain all 

water meters. The Water Department will not pay rent or any other charge 

for a meter or other water facilities, including housing and connections, 

located on a cuatomer's pre111iaea. 

8.2. Inatallation. Inatallation of water meters ahall be performed 

only ·by authorized employee• of the Water Department. All meters shall 

be sealed by the Water Department at the time of inatallation, and no 

aeal ahall be altered or broken except by one of its authorized employees. 

8.3. Size and Type of Meter. Applicant may request and receive any 

aize meter regularly stocked or furnished by the Water Department, provided 

that the meter is not greatly overaized or undersized, aa detel'lllined by 

the Superintendent. The Water DepartMent reaervee the right to deter-

mine the type of meter to be inatalled. 

8.~. Location of Matera. Meter• ahall normally be placed at the 

curb or property lines, the meter will be inatalled whereever the applicant 

deaires within reaaon, but the location must be approved by the Water 

Department. The meter• will not be located in driveways or other locations 

where damage to the meter or its related part• may occur. 

..., ' 
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a.5. Joint Uae Meters. The joining of aeveral customer• to take 

advantage of the single minimuM charge• and large quantity rates ahall 

be prohibited, except under apecial contract • 

8.6. Change• in Size or Location. It, for any reason, a change 

in aize of a meter and service ia required, the installation will be 

accomplished on the basis of a new connection, and the customer'• 

application ahall be amended. Meter• or aervicee 110ved for the conven

ience of the cuat0111er will be relocated only at the cuatomer'• expenae. 

9. WATER RATES 

The water rates to be charged, including minimum charge•, charges 

for water uaed over the apecified mini111U111, and aervice connection charge•, 

ahall be publiahed in a separate water rate achedule. The water rate 

achedule approved by the Town Council shall become a part of thia aection 

of theae Rules and Regulations. The water rates achedule may be reviaed 

at any time without invalidating the remainder of these Rule• and Regulation•. 

All water used, with the exception of that used for fighting fires, shall be 

metered and a charge 111ade according to the achedule of water rates. 

11. BILLING AND PAYMENT 

11.1. Meter readinga. Meter• will be read and cuatomera billed on 

the basis of the meter reading to the nearest cubic foot. A charge will 

then be made baaed on the rates eatabliehed by the Town Council. 

The Water Department will keep an accurate account on it• 

books of all reading• of meters, and such account, ao kept, ahall be 

offered at all time•, places, and courts a• prima facie evidence of the 

use of water service by the cu•tomer. 

11.2. Flat Rates. Where meters have not been installed, the cuatomer 

will be billed on the ba•i• of the minimum a,nthly charge for the aize 

and cla•• of service supplied. to the cu•tomer until suah time that a meter 

is installed. 

11.3. Rendering of Billa. 

11.3.1. Billing Period. Meters shall be read and bills 

shall be rendered bi-monthly. ,j/,_-r;i ,,,/ ::-; ::>:.· ,,., ,. l, ,<'/ ·;!,,I ''.:u/;J 
,. 

11.1.2. Bills for Other Than Normal Billing Period. 

Opening or closing bills or bills that for any other rea•on cover a period 

containging ten (10) percent more days or ten (10) percent lees day• 

than in the normal billing period shall be prorated. 

11.3.3. Biks for Hore Than Qoie Meter. All meters supplying 

a cuatomer'• premise• ahall be billed •eparately, except that where the 

Water Department baa, for operating purpose•, installed two or more aetera 
in place of one, the rea4inga may be combined for billing. 
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11.4. Disputed Bills• When a customer diaputes the correctness 

of a bill, he shall deposit the amount of the disputed b611 at the ti111e 

the complaint ia lodged, to preclude diacontinuance of service pending final 

settlement ot the bill or bills. Subsequent bills shall be paid or placed 

on deposit in a similar 111anner. Failure of the customer to make •uch a 

deposit shall warrant discontinuance of service, as provided under these Rule• 

and Regulation•. 

11.5. Failure to Read Meter•. In the event that it shall be 

impossible or impractical to read a meter on the regular reading date, 

the water consumption shall be prorated on the basis of 30 day• per month, 

and the total water consumption for billing purpo•e• for the period •hall 

be estiiwated. 

11.6. Pa)"'!!•t of Bill•• ~ch bill rendered •baJJ~n the t~ 

date on which payment is due. It the bill is not paid by that date, the 

account shall be considered d·elinquent unl••• other arrangements have 

been made with the Town Council, in writing, that specify another due 

date. 
11.z. Delinguent A'ccounta. 

A reminder ot accoun~-delinquency 

f 
M,~ 11.7.1. u,-unguent llofiee. 

~, shall be sent, at the diacretion of the Superintendent, to each delinquent 

account on or about 30 d~y• after the account becomes delinquent. 

• 

11.z.2. Turnoff Notice. On dr about 4o days after an 

account becomes delinquent, a tumott notice shall be aeni to the 

customer. Said notice •hall state a date on which water will be turned 

oft,if the delin~uent 'account i• not paid in full prior thereto. 

11.7.J. Service Turnoff. On 1the turnoff date, the meter 

reader or other agent of the Water Department shall deliver a written 

notice to the cuato"'9r stating that the water service is being turned off 

until all delinquent amount• have been paid. The meter reader or other 

agent o:f the Water Department shall innediately thereafter turn ott the 

service. A delivery to any person residi~g at the addreas served by the 

meter shall be considered a delivery to the customer. If there is no 

person present at the address served, then the notice may be left on the 

premise• stating that water serYice will be discontinued on the :following 

morning, the 111eter reader shall return to the premiaes the following 

morning, shut off the water service~ and leave a notice that the water 

service ha• been turned o:f:f until all delinquent accounts have been paid • 

11.7.4. Service Charge. In all in•tancea where water haa 

been turned off becau•e ot delinquent account•, a aeriice· charge shall 

be made for the restoration o:f •ervice, and replacement of the cash 

deposit will be required. 

'~ 
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H.7.5. Installment Payments of Delinquent Accounts. In 

cases of extreme hardship, the Superintendent shall have the discretion 

of renewing service to a delinquent account upon receipt of a satisfactory 

installment plan for the payment of the overdue amount • 
•• 

11 17.6. Lien Against Real Property. In the event any 

water bill or charge provided for by these Rules and Regulations shall 

not be paid within sixty (6o) days after the water bill or charge 

becomes due, the Town Recorder shall notify either the legal or equitable 

owner of the real property where the water was uaed or charge incurred, 

by registered mail, the amount of the water bill or charge, the description 

of the real property involved, and a statement that if the water bill 

or charge ia not paid within fifteen (15) days from the date said notice 

is mailed, that the real property involved will be subject to a• 

municipal lien in the amount of the delinquent water bill or charge. If 

payment ia not made within;the fifteen-day (15) period, the Town 

Recorder shall enter in the Lien Docket of the Town of Yacolt a muncipal 

lien against the real property. At any time after sixty (6o) days 

from the date the lien waa docketed, if the lien ia still unpaid and 

unsatisfied, the Town of Yacolt shall proceed to foreclose the lien 

against the real property therein described in the manner provided 

for by Section 35.21.290 to 35.21.30 and Section 6o, Washington Revised 

Statutes. 

12. Meter Error 

12.1. Meter Accuracy. All meters will be teated prior to 

installation. No meter will be placed in service or allowed to reaain 

in service which ia know to have an error in registration in excess of 

three ( .3) percent under condi tiona of normal operation. 

12.2. Meter Teat. 

12.2.1. Standard Test. Meter Testa will be conducted 

in accordance with standards of practice established by the American 

Water Works Association. 

12.2.2. Qn Customer Request. A customer may, giving not 

le•• than 7 days notice, request the Water Department to teat the 

meter serving hi• premises. The Water Department will require the 

customer to deposit the testing fee. Thia fee shall be 110.00 for 

meters one inch and smaller, 115.00 for 1-'6 and 2- inch meters, and 

for meters larger than 2-inch shall be an estimate of the coat of 

testing the meter aa determined by th~ Superintendent. The deposit 

will be returned to the customer if the teat reveals the meter to 

nverregiater more than J percent und•r conditions of nonnal operation. 
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It the ... ter is operating aatiatactorily, or it the meter under

regiaters 110re than J percent under the atandard teat condition•, the 

deposit ahall be forfeited to the Water Department. Cuatoanera may, 

at their option, witness any meter teata which they request. 

12.2 • .3. On Water Depart111ent Request. It, upon comparison ot 

past water uaage, it appears that a meter is not registering properly, 

the Water Depart111er1t may, at its option, teat the meter and adjuat the 

charges accordingly it the meter either overregiaters or underregisters. 

No charge tor Meter testing will be made to the customer tor the 111eter 

test under these conditions. 

12,). Adjuatment ot Billa tor Meter Error. 

12.3.1. Faat Metera. When, upon teat, a meter is found 

to be overregiatering more than 3 percent under normal operating 

conditions, the Water Department will refund to the cuatomer the full 

amount of the overcharge, baaed on corrected meter reading•, not 

exceeding two regular billing periods that the meter was in uae. 

12.;,.2. Slow Matera. When, upon teat, a meter ia found 

to be underregiatering more than 10 percent, the Water Department may 

bill the customer C4r the amount ot the undercharge, baaed upon 

corrected meter reading•, not exceeding two regular billing periods 

that the meter was in use. 

12.J.J. Nonreaiaterinq Meters. The Water Department 

will bill the cuato111er tor water consumed while the meter was not 

registering. The bill will be computed upon an estimate ot consumption 

based upon the customer'• prior use during the same season of the 

previous year, or upon a reasonable COllpal'ison with the uae ot otther 

customers receiving the same clasa ot aervice during the aame 

seaaon and under similar circwnatancea and condition•, or both. 

1J. DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE. 

13.1 On Cuatomer Reguest. Each customer about to vacate any 

premiaes supplied with water service by the Water Department shall 

give the Water Department written notice ot his intention• at leaat 

2 daya prior thereto, apecitying the date service is to be discontinued; 

otherwise, he will be reaponsible tor all water aupplied to 'ltllch 

premise• until the Water Department shall receive notice ot such 

removal. 

At the time apecitied by the cuatomer that he expect• to vacate 

the premises where service is supplied or that he desires to be 

discontinued, the meter will be read and a bill rendered which ia payable 

immediately. In no case will the bill be less than the proportionate 

• 
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share of the monthly miniimum specified in the water rate schedule 

applying to the size and cl••• of service furnished. 

13.2. Nonpa)'11ent of Billa. A..-;Cuatomer•s water service may be 

discontinued if the water bill ia not paid in accordance with the 

procedures liated in theae Rules and Regulations. 

11.3. Improper Cuatomer Facilities. 

13.3.1. Unaaf6 Facilities. 'nle Water Department may 

refuse to furnish water and may discontinue service to any premises 

without prior notice where plumbing facilities, appliances, or 

equipment using water are dangerous, unsafe, or not in conformity 

with the applicable plumbing code of the Town of Yacolt. 

1,.:,.2. Cross Connections of Phyaical Connections 

With Other Water Supplie• or Syatema. 

a. Neither cross connection• nor physical connection• 

of any kind ahall be made to any other water supply, whether 

private or public, without the written approval of the Water De

partment. Included in this category are all pipelines, appurtenances and 

facilities of the Water Depart111ent•a system and all pipes, 

appurtenances, pumps, tanks, storage reservoirs, facilities, equip-

ment, appliances, etc. or other ayatema, whether located within or 

on public or private property or the premises of a water user. 

b. The Superintendent or other authorized repreaentative 

shall have the right, without being deemed guilty of treaapaaa or 

unlawful act, to check the premises of users for physical conditions 

with other water supplies. Any such connection shall be removed L 

i111111ediately by the customer, otherwise the Water Depart•ent shall 

discontinue any connection which it may have for the serving of 

water to the premises. 

c. All pumbing within the building served by the 

Water Department shall be ao installed and all plumbing fixtures 

ao constructed as to prevent pollution of water supply by back

aiphonage or croaa-connectiona. Water service to any premises 

known or found to have such defects and hazard• shall be diaconnected 

and not restore• until such defects and hazards have been eliminated. 

13.4. Water Waste. Where water ia wastefully or negligently 

used on a customer'• premise•, seriously affecting the general 

service, the Water Department aay discontinue service if auch 

conditions are not corrected after due notice by the Water Department. 

;, 
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13.5. Service Detrimental to Othera. 1be Water Department 

may limit or refuse to furnish water and may discontinue ser&'ice 

to any premises where exceasive demand by one cuatomer will reault 

in inadequate aervice to others. 

1).6. Fraud or Abuse. 1be Water Department will refuae or 

dicontinue aervice to any premiae• where it i• deemed neceaaary 

to protect the Water Department from fraud or abuae. Diacontinu 

ance of aervice from one or both of theae cau••• will be made 

illWllediately upon receipt of knowledge by the Water Department that 

the condition or condition• exiat. 

11.7. Unauthorized Turn-on. Where water aervice has been 

discontinued for any reason and the water is turned on by the 

customer or other unauthorized person or the meters are tampered 

with or the meters are bypaaaed, the water may then be abut ott 

at the main or the met•r removed. 1be charges tor shutting ott 

the water at the main or removing the meter shall be computed to 

actual coat to the Water Department plus 15 percent overhead, 

but not less than Sto.oo. 1bese charges shall be billed to the 

offending customer and water •hall not be furnished to the premises 

until such charges are paid and the Water Department has rea•onable 

assurance• that the violation will not recur. 

1).8. Noncompliance with Rules and Regulations. 1be Water 

Department may, upon 5 days' notice, di•continue service to a 

customer'• premises for failure to comply with any of the pro

visions of theae Rules and Regulations. 

14. RESTORATION OF SERYI&E 

Reatoration of Service after discontinuance for nonpa)'lllent 

of bills ahall be made after payment of current and past-due 

charges, plu• a fee for reatoration charge, and poating a depoait. 

Restoration of service after discontinuance of service for the 

customer's convenience, or tor unsafe facilities, water waste, fraud 

abuse, or for noncompliance with any of the Rules and Regulation• 

will onlyv be made after adjustments have been made to inaure that 

the irregularity will not recur. 1be restoration charge •hall be 

in accordance with the water rate schedule plus any other charges, 

due or past due, that the Water Department aay have incurred to 

correct the irregulaity. 
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15. UNUSUAL DEMANDS 

When an abnormally large quantity of water i• deaired for 

filling a awinning pool, log pond, or tor other puposea, arrange

ment• must be made with the Water Department prior to taking such 

water. 

Penniasion to take water in unuaual quantitiea will be given only 

if the Water Department, facilities and other con11U111era are not in

convenienced. 

16. ACCESS TO PROPERTY 

The duly appointed e11ployee• 6'! the Water Department, under 

the direction of the Superintendent, ahall have tree accesa at all 

reaaonable hour• of the day to any and all part• of atructure• and 

premises in which water is or May be delivered for the purpo•e 06 

inapecting connections, the conditions of conduits and fisture•, and 

the manner and extent in which the water is being used. The ~water 

Department doe• not, however, assume the duty of inspecting the 

customer'• line, plumbing, and equipment, and •hall not be re•pon•ible 

therefore. 

17. RESPONSIBILITY FOR EQUIPMENT 

17.1. Re•pon•ibility for Cu•tomer Eguipnent. The Water 

Department ahall not be liable for any loas or damage of any nature 

whataoever caused by any detect in the cuatomer's line, plumbing 

or equipment, nor shall the Water Department be liable tor loaa 

or damage due to interruption of •ervice or temporary change• in 

pres•ure. 

The cuatomer •hall be re•ponaible tor valves on hi• premi•e• 

being turned oft when the water service i• turned on. 

17.2. Re•ponaibility tor Water Department Eguipaent. Water 

Department equipment on the cuatomer'• premise• remain• the property 

of the Water Department and 111ay be repaired, replaced, or removed by 

the Water Department employee• at any time without conaent 

of the customer. No payment will be made to the property owner 

for the right to in•tall, maintain, replace, or remove Water 

Department equipment on hi• premi•es. The property owner must 

exercise reasonable care to prevent damage to equipment and mu•t 

in no way interfere with it• operation. The property owner muat keep 

vicious d01f's or other animal• secure or confined to avoid inter

ference with the utility operation and maintenance. 
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'ftle Water Department may, at its option, install pressure 

reducing valves which, if done, will be done at the expen•e of the 

Water Department, and tor the purpose of reducing pressures from 

the distribution mains only in order to protect the Water Department'• 

meter. '11\e inatallation of the preaaure reducing valve i• n~t designed 

nor intended to protect any property beyond the meter to the customer's 

line•, and if any property of the cuatomer after water pa•••• through 

the meter ia subject to damage by reaaon of water pr••••re or changes 

thereol 1 the lo•• or damage that may result to the cuatomer•a property 

will be at the sole and exclusive expenae of the cuatomer and shall 

not be a reaponaibility of the Water Department. Failure of Water 

Department control valve• or device• will not in any way indicate 

negligence by the Water Department or reaponaibility for dalll&ge cauaed 

therefrom. 

17.3. Damage to Water Department Equipment. The cu•tomer 

shall be liable for any damage to equipment owned by the Water 

Department which i• cauaed by an act of the customer, hi• tenant•, 

agent•, e11tployeea, contractors, license••, or permitteea. Damage 

to equipment shall include but not be limited to breaking of aeal• 

and locks, tampering with meters, injury to meters, including but 

not limited to damage by hot water or ateam, and damaged meter boxea, 

curb atopa, meter tops, and other service appurtenances. 

18. FIRE HYDRANTS 

18.1. Operation. No person or peroana other than thoae 

designated and authorized by the Water Department shall open 

any fire hydrant or standpipe belonging to the Water Department, 

attempt to draw water from it or in any Manner damage or tamper 

with it. Any violation of this regulation will be prosecuted 

according to Section 20 of these Rules and Regulations. No tool 

other than special hydrant wrenches shall be •sed to operate 

a hydrant valve. In cases where a te111pOrary service has been granted 

and water is received through a fire hydrant, an auxiliary 

external valve will be provided to control the flow of water. 

18.2. Moving a Fire Hydrant. When a fire hydrant has been 

installed in the locations specified by the proper authority, 

the Water Department has fulfilled ita obligation. If a property 

owner or other party deairea the aize, type, or location of a 

hydrant, changed, he shall bear all coats of such changes. Any 

change in the location of a fire hydrant 1111.1st be approved by the 

Water Department and the work shall be performed by the Water 
Department or approved contractor. 
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19. TAMPERING WITH WATER SYSTEM 

No person or peraons other than those designated and ,tuthorized 

by the Water Department shall operate, adjust or in any 11a11ner 

tamper with any part of the water ay•tem ot the Town of Yacolt. 

Violators will be subject to penalties stated in Section 20 of 

these Rules and Regulations. 

20. PENALTIES 

Any peraon 'cuolating any of the provisions of theae Rules 

and Regulation• shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a 

fine of not more than $5()0.00, or by imprisonment in the County 

Jail tor a period not exceeding 6 month•, or by both such tine 

and imprisonment. 

21. AMENDMENTS 

21.1. Town Council. The Town Council •hall have the power to 

establish water rates and charges and amend these Rules and 

Regulations as may be necessary for the efficient operation of the 

Water Department. 

21.2. Su•pen•ion of Rules. No employee of the Water Department 

is authorized to auspend or alter any of the Rule• and Regulation• 

cited herein without specific approval. or direction ot the Town 

Council, except in ca••• ot e1119rgency involving lo•• of lite or 

property or which would place the water ayatent operation in 

jeopardy. In all such e111ergency case• the Town Council •hall be 

immediately notified. 
V 

22/ CONSTI'nJTIONALITY, SAING CLAUSE 

If any clauae, •entence, paragraph, section, or portion of 

thi• Ordinance for any reason shall be adjudged invalid by a court 

of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall not affect, impair, 

or ivalidate the remainder of thi• Ordinance, but shall be confined in 

its operation to the clau•e, sentence, paragraph, aection, or portion 

of this Ordinance directly involved in the controversy in which the 

judgment is rendered. 

Pasaed by the Town Council of the Town of Yacolt, on this 

1st day of March, 1976. 

Richard L Alexander 
Mayor 

Attest: 

Pat Krebser 
Town Recorder APPR8'1BB 'f9k'N A1P'f8RNBY 


