August 4, 2003

Council Chambers


The Yacolt Town Council met in regular session on August 4, 2003, at 7:00 p.m.  The call to order by Mayor Robertson was followed by the flag salute.  Councilmembers present were Tindall-Ellis, Case, and Smith.  Councilmembers Messer and Mason were absent.  There were visitors present.


There was a motion by Smith, seconded by Case to approve the minutes of the July 21, 2003 meeting.  Motion Carried.


There was no citizen communication.    


Old Business:


The Public Works Supervisor provided an update on the various nuisance violations.  Rod Hazen has installed a fence at 206 W. Yacolt Road.  The case for 110 S. Hubbard Avenue was on the Superior Court docket for July 25, 2003.  The docket was so full the attorneys involved agreed to attempt mediation one last time.  The property owner refused to negotiate on the matter and the case was on the Superior Court docket for August 1, 2003.  The judge reviewed Town ordinance #390 and determined the property owner’s appeal period has expired, in which case he should not hear the case.  The attorneys involved were instructed to prepare briefs on the point and the matter is scheduled to reappear on the docket on August 22, 2003.  The abatement date for 204 E. Twin Falls Street is still set for August 5, 2003.  The residents of 312 E. Clark Street have been cleaning up the property.


There was a discussion on the proposed Interlocal Agreement to Implement the Allocation of Deed Recording Surcharge Funds.  There was a motion by Tindall-Ellis, seconded by Smith to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement.  Motion Carried with Councilmember Case voting nay.


Bret Minkler was present to discuss the building permit application for tax parcel #065480-000.  The Mayor informed the Council that the Clark County Health Dept. has denied the septic permit application for the property.  Bret informed the Council that he has filed an appeal with the County Commissioners.  There was a discussion on the matter.  There was a motion by Case, seconded by Smith to review the building permit application if the Clark County Health Dept. approves the septic permit application for tax parcel #065480-000.  Motion Carried.


New Business:


Mike Harris presented an update on the septic system survey being conducted throughout Town.  The results of the survey will be used to determine the extent of the riser installation program.  Mike has been receiving excellent cooperation from the residents due to the informative letter mailed out by the Town.  To date, 280 surveys have been completed, with 75 field inspections achieved.  Mike has discovered only 7 dry wells so far.


The Clerk/Treasurer presented information about the Clark County Conservation Areas Plan Proposal.  Clark County is considering placing before voters a ballot measure that would enact a ¼ of 1% excise tax on the sale of real estate to be dedicated for the acquisition and maintenance of conservation areas, including some of the county’s most important greenways, critical habitat, and farmland.  There was a discussion on the proposal.  There was a motion by Smith, seconded by Case to support the Clark County Conservation Areas Plan Proposal.  Motion Carried.

The Clerk/Treasurer presented Draft Ordinance #426.  There was a discussion on the ordinance.  There was a motion by Case, seconded by Tindall-Ellis to advertise for a public hearing on Ordinance #426 at the August 18, 2003 meeting.  Motion Carried.


The Mayor informed the Council he has been hearing complaints about cats throughout Town.


Mayor Robertson asked that a request to hold the annual Great Train Robbery and Barbecue be added to the agenda.  This year the event’s promoters are requesting permission for a beer garden and to close S. Railroad Avenue from W. Cushman Street to W. Yacolt Road to vehicular traffic.  There was a discussion on the request.  There was a motion by Case, seconded by Smith to allow the Great Train Robbery and Barbecue event, with the beer garden and closure of S. Railroad Avenue from W. Cushman Street to W. Yacolt Road, provided that emergency services are advised of the closure and provided that adequate notice advises vehicular traffic of the closure.  Motion Carried.


Mayor Robertson informed the Council that he had received an updated cost estimate from the engineer for street improvements on S. Hubbard Avenue from Jones Street to Hoag Street.


There was a motion by Tindall-Ellis, seconded by Case to approve warrants #8924 through #8942 as follows:  Current Expense - $2,582.33; Fire Department - $723.03; Parks Department - $459.56; City Street - $56,904.05; Cemetery - $42.03; and Stormwater - $160.58.  Motion Carried.


Mayor Robertson declared the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
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