February 2, 2004

Council Chambers


The Yacolt Town Council met in regular session on February 2, 2004, at 7:00 p.m.  The call to order by Mayor Robertson was followed by the flag salute.  Councilmembers present were Stewart, Tindall-Ellis, Smith, Mason, and Weldon.  There were visitors present.


There was a motion by Mason, seconded by Weldon to approve the minutes of the January 20, 2004 meeting.  Motion Carried.


Citizen Bea Cherry made the Council aware of a rottweiler that was running at large.  The Clerk/Treasurer will file a complaint with Animal Control.  Citizen Martha Price made the Council aware of a $0.13 per month charge that appears on the Centurytel bill.  The charge appears as a line item labeled Washington Telephone Assistance Program.  Citizen Karl Taylor asked why there was no record of a request by the Town to use the school facilities for a public forum on the community center conceptual plan.  The Mayor informed Karl that the Town was exploring the possibility of using another facility other than the school.  Citizen Wendy Egly posed several questions about the need for and scope of the proposed utility easements requested by Clark Public Utilities for the septic system inspection and maintenance program.  The Mayor will invite a representative from Clark Public Utilities to attend the Council meeting on February 17, 2004 to address these questions.  Citizen Pamela Diefel asked if property owners would be responsible for repair costs to septic systems under the program.  The Clerk/Treasurer explained that the program is designed to cover the cost of inspections only for the first phase, but the second phase is designed to cover the cost of maintenance also.


Old Business:


A workshop on cat licensing was scheduled for February 9, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.


A representative from the Washington State Department of Corrections, Pete Gerstenberger, was present to discuss the concept of having a drop-in site at the proposed community center facility.  Pete explained that at this time it would not be feasible for the Department of Corrections to relocate the drop-in site to the proposed new facility and that the Department of Corrections has no intention of being a part of the proposed new facility.


New Business:


There was a discussion on the items currently listed on Schedule A to Yacolt Town Council Agenda.  The Council instructed the Mayor to invite the property owner of 503 N. Pine Avenue to the next Council meeting to discuss the nuisance violation.  The Council instructed the Mayor to write a courtesy letter to the business owners requesting their help in keeping their premises free from litter.  The item on scheduling a meeting with residents and the Clark County Sheriff’s Office was removed from the schedule.  A workshop was scheduled for February 12, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss vandalism in the Town Park and traffic calming devices.  A section requesting suggestions from citizens for possible CDBG projects will be included in the June, 2004 newsletter.  The cable television franchise will be on the agenda for the February 17, 2004 meeting.  


There was a discussion on establishing guidelines for the public forum on the community center conceptual plan scheduled for February 23, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.  The following guidelines were established:  (1) The forum will begin with an opening statement by a member of the forum panel; (2) Each person, not a member of the forum panel, wishing to speak will be asked to sign in; (3)  All comments and questions must pertain to some aspect of the community center conceptual plan other than the parole function; and (4)  Each person, not a member of the forum panel, will be allowed to have the floor one time for no more than 3 (three) minutes.


A workshop on amending the zoning ordinance to accommodate low-cost animal vaccination clinics sponsored by non-profit organizations was scheduled for February 26, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.


Mayor Robertson had no comments for the Council.


There was a motion by Tindall-Ellis, seconded by Smith to approve warrants #9174 through #9201 as follows:  Current Expense - $7,460.77; Fire Department - $1,702.00; City Street - $6,288.70; Cemetery - $185.33; and Stormwater - $741.41.  Motion Carried.


Mayor Robertson declared the meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
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