May 3, 2004

Council Chambers


The Yacolt Town Council met in regular session on May 3, 2004, at 7:00 p.m.  The call to order by Mayor Robertson was followed by the flag salute.  Councilmembers present were Stewart, Smith, and Mason.  Councilmember Weldon was absent.  There were visitors present.


There was a motion by Mason, seconded by Smith to approve the minutes of the April 19, 2004 meeting.  Motion Carried.


Citizen Laura Van Tassell thanked the Town Council for providing the spring clean up opportunity.  Citizen Karl Taylor asked about progress on the nuisance at 203 N. Hubbard Avenue.  The Clerk/Treasurer informed Karl that the next step is to schedule a hearing.  Citizen Brian Paris asked about the progress on obtaining and installing traffic calming devices.  The Public Works Supervisor will present pricing information on the portable traffic calming devices at the May 17, 2004 meeting.
Old Business:


There was a discussion on the contract with Clark County Animal Control.  The contract needs to be revised since the Town wants to include enforcement of the recently adopted cat license ordinance and also because Clark County Animal Control’s costs have increased significantly.  Dennis Davidson from Clark County Animal Control explained how the hourly rate is calculated.  The matter will be back on the agenda for the May 17, 2004 meeting.


There was a discussion on Clark County’s proposed countywide no net loss planning policy of employment/industrial lands.  Rod Orlando will prepare a response letter to the County on the matter.  The Mayor will present the letter for Council review and approval at the May 17, 2004 meeting.  


The Mayor requested that the Councilmembers check their calendars and come to the May 17, 2004 meeting prepared to schedule a field trip to the wastewater treatment facility in northern Washington.


There was a discussion on the survey of the northern portion of the ball field property.  The Mayor will send the adjacent property owner a letter advising that the Town is considering a new use for its property that may necessitate the termination of the existing ingress/egress agreement.  The matter will be back on the agenda for the May 17, 2004 meeting.


There was a discussion on the cable television franchise.  There was a motion by Smith, seconded by Mason to have the Clerk/Treasurer prepare a draft cable television franchise agreement for review at the May 17, 2004 meeting.  Motion Carried.


There was a discussion on the nuisance at 110 S. Hubbard Avenue.  The Councilmembers will view the property.  The matter will be back on the agenda for the May 17, 2004 meeting.

New Business:


There was a discussion on the removal of trees along Blackmore Avenue.  The Public Works Supervisor will coordinate the disbursement of the wood.  


There was a discussion on the acquisition of a new mower.  The matter will be back on the agenda when the Public Works Supervisor has information available.


The Council requested that the nuisance violation at 203 N. Hubbard Avenue be added to the agenda.  There was a discussion on the matter.  There was a motion by Smith, seconded by Stewart to have the Clerk/Treasurer proceed with the nuisance abatement process.  Motion Carried.


The Mayor requested that the critical lands ordinance be added to the agenda.  There was a discussion on the matter.  The Mayor will meet with The Resource Company about amending the critical lands ordinance to reflect best available science.


Mayor Robertson informed the Council that he and the Public Works Supervisor had met with the Clark Public Utilities’ contractor about the tree removal project on Hubbard Avenue.  The Mayor also informed the Council that he would be meeting with the property owners of 201 E. Jones Street on May 10th to make an offer on the strip of property the Town is interested in acquiring.


There was a motion by Smith, seconded by Mason to approve warrants #9296 through #9317 as follows:  Current Expense - $5,495.60; Fire Department - $855.31; Parks Department - $130.61; City Street - $10,892.61; Cemetery - $185.33; and Stormwater - $741.41.  Motion Carried.


Mayor Robertson declared the meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
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