October 6, 2003

Council Chambers


The Yacolt Town Council met in regular session on October 6, 2003, at 7:00 p.m.  The call to order by Mayor Robertson was followed by the flag salute.  Councilmembers present were Case, Smith, Messer, and Mason.  Councilmember Tindall-Ellis was absent.  There were visitors present.


There was a motion by Case, seconded by Mason to approve the minutes of the September 15, 2003 meeting.  Motion Carried.


Several citizens were present to discuss various concerns with the Council.  Pat Lesbo, Linda Lesbo, Irma Noble, and Joe Warren, voiced concerns about drag racing along East Yacolt Road on Friday and Saturday nights.  They also voiced concerns about what appears to be drug traffic in their neighborhood.  Martha Price reported vandalism to her mailbox.  Rita Catania and Bryan Jameson reported threats by bikers.  Mayor Robertson will contact the Clark County Sheriff’s Office and the Clark/Skamania Drug Task Force and attempt to schedule a meeting with citizens to discuss the concerns.  The Council requested that the topic of traffic calming devices be included on the agenda for the October 20, 2003 meeting.  


Mayor Robertson adjourned to a public hearing on the matter of submitting an application for the South Hubbard Avenue Street Reconstruction project for the CDBG 2004 Funding Cycle. 

There was no input from the public.  Mayor Robertson closed the public hearing and reconvened to the regular Council session.


Old Business:


Rob Barrentine of Architects Barrentine Bates Lee reviewed the site alternatives and code research discussed at the last steering committee meeting.  He also recommended the most suitable site based on various site analysis criteria.   Rob asked the Council to confirm that the criteria used for the site analysis are correct, that the recommended site is reasonable to test, and to authorize the development of a footprint test for the site.  There was a motion by Smith, seconded by Case to confirm the criteria used for site analysis are correct, the recommended site is reasonable to test, and to authorize the development of a footprint test for the site.  Motion Carried.  The next update for the Council is scheduled for the November 3, 2003 meeting.


Lynn Hicks of Battle Ground Public Schools was present to discuss the proposed increase in school impact fees with the Council.  Councilmember Smith commented that there seems to be some discrepancies in the enrollment figures.  Councilmember Messer commented that there seems to be some discrepancies in the square footage of the various school buildings.  Lynn requested the opportunity to share a PowerPoint presentation with the Council.  The Clerk/Treasurer will work with Lynn to schedule a workshop.


There was a request to keep chickens presented for Scott and Eileen Smith.  There was a discussion on the request.  There was a motion by Smith, seconded by Mason to approve Smith’s request to keep no more than eight chickens provided the project meets setback, placement and all other applicable zoning requirements.  Motion Carried.


The Mayor presented an update on the nuisance violations.  The junk vehicles at 204 E. Twin Falls Street have been removed.  The appeals period has expired for the residents of 110 S. Hubbard Avenue.  The Town Attorney will request permission for an on-site inspection by the Town.  The residents of 114 E. Jones Street have been mailed the initial contact letter.  The residents of 114 E. Jones Street, Rita Catania and Bryan Jameson, were present at the meeting.  The Clerk/Treasurer will prepare a voluntary abatement agreement for Rita and Bryan to sign.


There was a discussion on Resolution #378.  There was a motion by Smith, seconded by Messer to adopt Resolution #378 – Authorizing The Submittal Of A CDBG Application For The South Hubbard Avenue Street Reconstruction Project.  Motion Carried.


There was a discussion on the draft bulletin board policy prepared by the Clerk/Treasurer.  The Mayor requested that Section 4.2 be changed to read “All posters to be displayed at Town facilities shall require authorization of the Mayor or his/her designee.”  There was a motion by Case, seconded by Messer to have the Clerk/Treasurer prepare an ordinance adopting the bulletin board policy with the change requested by the Mayor.  Motion Carried.


New Business:


George Berry and Gladys Shelton of the Senior Nutrition and Activities Program (SNAP) were present to share some information about the program with the Council.  SNAP is seeking funding from the Town of Yacolt to help keep the program available in Yacolt.  The Council will give the request consideration in the 2004 budgeting process.


The Clerk/Treasurer informed the Council that North Country EMS must now use Clark County as its fiscal agent in order to comply with a mandate issued by the State Auditor’s Office.  The interlocal agreement must be amended in order to accomplish this.  There was a discussion on the amendment.  There was a motion by Smith, seconded by Messer to authorize the Mayor to sign the amended interlocal agreement for emergency services.  Motion Carried.


The Public Works Supervisor informed the Council of some recent vandalism in the Town Park.  


There was a discussion on the proposed lease agreement with North Clark Little League.  There was a motion by Case, seconded by Mason to approve the lease agreement with North Clark Little League.  Motion Carried with Councilmember Smith abstaining from the voting.


The Mayor informed the Council of a nuisance complaint about the property at 204 E. Clark Street.  Pictures of the property were passed around for the Council to look at.  There was a motion by Smith, seconded by Case to begin the nuisance abatement process for the property at 204 E. Clark Street.  Motion Carried.  Councilmember Case requested that the property at 204 N. Parcel Avenue be included on the agenda for the October 20, 2003 meeting.


The Mayor informed the Council that Rod Orlando has scheduled hearings on the Town of Yacolt’s Comprehensive Growth Management Plan Update for 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 29, 2003 and 7:00 p.m. on Monday, November 17, 2003.


Laura Van Tassell presented information about Justice for Animal Welfare Society (JAWS).  JAWS is willing to help with managing the cat population problem in the Town of Yacolt, but would like the Town to consider providing financial assistance for the project.  Councilmember Mason requested that the Clerk/Treasurer find out how much money remains from the dog licenses sold this year.  Councilmember Messer requested that the matter of cat licensing be included on the agenda for the October 20, 2003 meeting.  


The Mayor had no comments for the Council.


There was a motion by Mason, seconded by Smith to approve warrants #9002 through #9038 as follows:  Current Expense - $15,285.64; Fire Department - $839.60; Parks Department - $64.55; City Street - $9,491.08; Cemetery - $211.05; and Stormwater - $694.28.  Motion Carried.


Mayor Robertson declared the meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.
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