November 3, 2003

Council Chambers


The Yacolt Town Council met in regular session on November 3, 2003, at 7:00 p.m.  The call to order by Mayor Robertson was followed by the flag salute.  Councilmembers present were Tindall-Ellis, Case, Smith, Messer, and Mason.  There were visitors present.


There was a motion by Messer, seconded by Smith to approve the minutes of the October 20, 2003 meeting.  Motion Carried.


Citizen Bea Cherry asked about when the streetlight at the intersection of East Twin Falls Street and North Cedar Avenue would be fixed.  The Clerk/Treasurer informed Bea that Clark Public Utilities is working on the problem.  Citizen Joe Warren was present to thank the Council for having the Clark County Sheriff’s Office respond quickly to the concerns about traffic speeds along East Yacolt Road.  

Mayor Robertson adjourned to a public hearing on the matters of submitting an application for the North Blackmore Avenue Street Reconstruction project for the CDBG 2004 Funding Cycle and school impact fees. 

There was no input from the public on the North Blackmore Avenue Street Reconstruction project.  Laura Van Tassell asked if the Council had been able to get clarification on the school enrollment figures.  Councilmember Smith told Laura the school had provided additional information.  Mayor Robertson closed the public hearing and reconvened to the regular Council session.


Old Business:


Rob Barrentine of Architects Barrentine Bates Lee reviewed the footprint test for the most suitable site.  Rob asked the Council to authorize the development of a preliminary draft of the funding options for the facility.  There was a motion by Case, seconded by Smith to authorize the development of a preliminary draft of the funding options for the Yacolt Community Center.  Motion Carried.  The next update for the Council is scheduled for the November 17, 2003 meeting.


Dennis Davidson from Animal Control was present to talk about Clark County’s cat licensing program.  10% of Clark County Animal Control’s complaints are cat-related.  Licensing forces people to take responsibility for their own pets and helps to eliminate the presence of diseased animals and reduce the population of feral cats.  There was a motion by Tindall-Ellis, seconded by Messer to table the matter until the November 17, 2003 meeting, at which time a workshop on the matter will be scheduled.  Motion Carried.

Jodene from Justice for Animal Welfare Society (JAWS) was present to provide information about the JAWS program.  JAWS works with 7 local veterinary clinics that support an affordable spay/neuter program.  From September of 1990 to December, 2002 JAWS has helped pet owners spay/neuter 9,169 cats and dogs through its affordable spay/neuter program.  Councilmember Tindall-Ellis suggested that information about the JAWS program should be included in the next newsletter.

There was a discussion on Battle Ground School District’s request to increase school impact fees.  There was motion by Case, seconded by Smith to deny Battle Ground School District’s request to increase school impact fees.  Motion Carried.

There was a discussion on Resolution #379.  There was a motion by Tindall-Ellis, seconded by Mason to adopt Resolution #379 – Authorizing The Submittal Of A CDBG Application For The North Blackmore Avenue Street Reconstruction Project.  Motion Carried.


There was a discussion on the use of residential property for commercial purposes at 503 N. Pine Avenue.  The Clerk/Treasurer reported that the property owner has not responded to a letter sent via first class mail at the end of September.  The Clerk/Treasurer will send a certified letter to the property owner.


The Clerk/Treasurer shared photographs of the property located at 204 N. Parcel Avenue.  There was a discussion on the property.  The Clerk/Treasurer will pull the old file on the property from archives for review at the November 17, 2003 meeting. 


New Business:


Nick Duran and Jayson Caughman were present to gain Council support for the construction of a skate park.  The Council advised Nick and Jayson to check with other municipalities about the construction, operation, and maintenance of their skate parks; and to work with the Yacolt Citizens’ Committee to raise funds for the project.  Nick and Jayson will request to be on the agenda when they have information to report back to the Council.  


The Clerk/Treasurer informed the Council that the property at 204 E. Twin Falls Street has been sold and the Town received $13,988.73 as payment for its lien against the property.


There was a motion by Mason, seconded by Smith to approve warrants #9052 through #9077 as follows:  Current Expense - $59,184.58; Fire Department - $851.98; Parks Department - $2,769.85; City Street - $5,892.63; Cemetery - $173.50; and Stormwater - $694.28.  Motion Carried.


Mayor Robertson adjourned the meeting to an executive session on the matter of the acquisition of real estate at 8:40 p.m.  Councilmember Tindall-Ellis excused herself from the executive session.  There was no action taken on the matter.


Mayor Robertson reconvened to the regular Council session at 8:50 p.m. 


Mayor Robertson declared the meeting adjourned at 8:51 p.m.
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