TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
DATE: October 7, 2013
CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLIEGANCE

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE

PRESENT: Mayor, Carothers 
Councilmember(s): Josh Karl, Dave Hancock, Lewis Gerhardt, Vince Myers, Rick Urias
ABSENT:  Councilmember(s):  None
STAFF: Town Clerk: Cindy Marbut
              Public Works Director: Pete Roberts
              Town Attorney: David Ridenour
 APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
MOTION:  Councilmember:  Hancock
SECOND:  Councilmember:  Gerhardt
VOTE:  5- 0

YES:   Councilmember(s): Karl, Myers, Urias, Gerhardt, Hancock
NO:  
ABSENT: 
*Motion unanimously passed.

LATE CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

None
CITIZEN COMMUNICATION
Andy Bronkhorst addressed the council about being considered for the entertainment for the Rendezvous Event. He stated he could bring 3 additional bands to play music there would be no charge for the service as long as they could have a tip jar. He stated the bands played good music and were family friendly. The bands were drug and alcohol free. Mayor asked for a promo pack of the music to be provided to the town for review.  Brent Marsden from the Friends of the Yacolt Library addressed the council and staff thanking them for all they have done to help. Bicycle racks have been installed, parking issues resolved and a bench installed. He said he felt there was a good successful relationship on this project. There were more people using the Library than originally thought. 
OLD BUSINESS 

         A. NCCFB- Food Bank Contract Renewal- Elizabeth Cerveny
Elizabeth thanked the council for inviting the food bank to town events. She asked that the town continue to provide funding for the NCCFB. She provided council with statistics of how it is helping local families.  Families hard hit by the economy have not seen economic recovery yet. Extended families are moving in together to deal with the problem. Council member Myers had questions about the wording in the contract that was presented for approval, he asked the town attorney to clarify which he did. 
MOTION: Karl
SECOND: Hancock

VOTE: 5-0

YES: Councilmember(s): Urias, Myers, Hancock, Gerhardt, Karl 

NO:

ABSENT:

* Motion unanimously passed.
NEW BUSINESS:
        A. Public Hearing – July 4th Event 
 Council meeting was closed and public hearing was opened Mayor gave background on why the public was being asked for its thoughts on changing the date of the Town’s event. There was discussion about competing with other cities/towns on the actual day of the 4th for citizen participation. There was discussion on setting it to be the last Saturday of June and to hold the Big Foot Fun Run and Sidewalk chalk contest to make it an all day event since there would already be 200 people or more participating in the Big Foot Fun Run. There was discussion on having a motorcycle tryke show also.  Most of the citizens that participated in the discussion agreed it was a good idea. Hearing was closed. Council Meeting reopened. 
* No action taken     
        B. AWC Inter-Local Health Benefits – Clerk 


Clerk explained to the council that the information provided in their packets explained the new requirements by AWC since the enactment of Obama’s new health care law. AWC has become a self insurer and required that we sign an Interlocal agreement for participation. Council asked if this agreement would change any existing benefits, the clerk explained it would not and there was no increase in benefit cost for 2014. Any union contract that was signed would supersede this inter- local agreement. Clerk stated she had prepared the inter-local resolution and numbered it 498 if the council chose to pass the agreement. 
MOTION: Gerhardt

SECOND: Myers

VOTE: 5-0

YES:  Councilmember(s): Karl, Hancock, Urias, Gerhardt, Myers

NO:

ABSENT:

* Motion unanimously passed. 

      C.  Lawn Mower Purchase- Pete Roberts 
Pete explained to the council that the current John Deere Lawn Mower was requiring a lot of repairs. The cost to get it fixed was going to be around $ 7,000.00. He stated that he had reviewed the budget with the clerk and there was money allocated to the capital expense in streets that would allow him to purchase a new /used lawn mower. He felt it was better to purchase this year rather than try to put it in next year budget.  Clerk stated she had checked with Washington Municipal Research to verify that the funds could be used for that particular expense. He noted he wanted to get council approval of such a large purchase.  Pete stated he would follow the guidelines for purchasing the equipment. He would get 3 estimates at the very least. 
MOTION: Gerhardt
SECOND: Hancock

VOTE: 5-0

YES: Councilmember(s): Urias, Myers, Karl, Gerhardt, Hancock

NO:

ABSENT:

*Motion unanimously passed. 

      D. Public Hearing – Speed Bumps

Mayor closed council meeting and opened to a public hearing. The mayor gave background on the speed bumps installation and how it came about. He explained that the town had received complaints of speeding and while it took a long time to install the speed bumps, they were installed to deter speeders and protect children in the area of the park. There were 8 citizens signed up to speak on the subject.  He noted that the 
Sheriff had loaned the town a speed limit monitoring trailer for a 2 week period to use in various locations. It was noted that there was continuous speeding and lack of yielding to stop signs even with the sign. There was a lot of discussion on the type of speed bumps that were installed in the area of the park. There was very little opposition to the asphalt speed bumps that were in town. Ella Kysar spoke at great length to her opposition of the speed bumps and damage to her car. She also circulated a petition to remove the speed bumps and provided the signatures to the Mayor. She also asked about the legality of the speed bumps. Steve Unruh spoke on the benefit of asphalt speed bumps in the reduction of animal deaths. There was continued discussion on children playing in the streets and their right to do so, a suggestion of Town Constable, how speeding wasn’t just happening in town limits but just outside of town limits also. It was noted that more law enforcement was needed in town. Mayor discussed the challenge with obtaining more presence in town.  Council spoke on behalf of the pro’s of having the speed bumps installed and how it appeared they were working to deter speeders. They encouraged citizens to contact law enforcement when there were issues to provide more of their presence. Kristen Lukens spoke on the petition provided that had started the process to install the speed bumps and how they have helped since their installation on Jones St. She stated cars were replaceable but children were not. Citizen request for specific information was noted and mayor stated it would be available at the next council meeting for anyone who would be interested. A meeting would be set up with the Sheriff’s Dept for the public to attend, the mayor stated that it was important that people show up for the meeting and stay pro-active in the process. Mayor closed hearing and reopened council meeting.
* Discussion Only 
      E.  C-Tran Update- Lewis Gerhardt
Lewis stated that there was no change in C-Tran since his last update with the exception of the funds had been approved for funding light rail and that the Town was a ‘no ‘ vote for the funding. he updated citizens on the services available to Yacolt through C-Tran effective Sept 15, 2013. He state there was a meeting scheduled on Oct 8th that he would be attending and he would bring more information back to the next meeting. 
* Discussion Only 
Attorney Report
David updated the council and citizens on the pending lawsuit with the Washington State Auditor and Yacolt. He noted to citizens that he had brought copies of the documents filed in court, he didn’t expect to have as many citizens show up but if anyone was interested he would provide what copies he had. He stated that a hearing was set for Oct 11, 2013 he didn’t know if that particular hearing would go forward or be rescheduled based on the information that the Town filed in its complaint. He would let the clerk know and she could pass the information on to council when it became available.
Mayor Comments:

Mayor thanked all the residents that had participated in tonight’s meeting. He encouraged citizens to stay involved. He stated the more citizens attend meetings and provide input the better decisions the council can make. He reminded those present about the email sign up on the counter and encouraged them to visit our website and sign up for the list. 
Public Works:

Pete thanked the council for passing Resolution 498 on health care tonight. He advised that the Dept. of Natural Resources would be out cutting damaged trees. He spoke to the citizens present to let them know about chipping services available to them and asked that they not bring leaves or weeds to be chipped.
Clerk Treasurer:

Cindy told the council that the next council meeting would be the preliminary budget presentation and property tax revenue. She said she was putting together a power point presentation and hoped to have all the assessed value information. Currently she was missing the utility values for the town. She stated that council had been provided the town budget position and asked that they review the second page and note 
the overage in legal fees. She noted to the citizens that if they signed up for the email list that no spam would be sent and they would only receive newsletters and public hearing/meeting information. 
WARRANTS

*Current Expenses:  
$ 70,779.19
*City Streets:

$19,596.39
*Cemetery

$ 419.31
*Trans. Impact

$3,562.44

*Storm Water

$1.07

Pay Bills presented in the amount of $94,358.40
MOTION:  Myers
SECOND:  Karl
VOTE: 5-0
YES:  Councilmember(s): Gerhardt, Hancock, Urias, Hancock, Gerhardt
NO:
ABSENT:   

Motion unanimously passed.

ADJOURN
9:10 P.M.
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Cindy Marbut 







Jeff Carothers
Town Clerk

 





Mayor

Minutes approved on October 21, 2013
