TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

DATE: March 15, 2010
CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE

PRESENT: Joe Warren, Mayor 
Councilmember(s): Ron Madler, James Weldon, Dave Hancock
ABSENT: Councilor(s): Karen Holyk, Cindy Marbut
STAFF:     Lynne Oldham: Town Clerk

       Pete Roberts: Public Works Director
                   David Ridenour, Town Attorney

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
MOTION:  Councilmember:  Madler moved to approve the minutes  
SECOND:  Councilmember:   Hancock
VOTE:      3 - 0

YES:
       Councilmember(s):  Madler, Weldon, Hancock
NO:
       None

ABSENT:   Councilor(s):  Holyk, Marbut
*Motion passed.

LATE CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

* Pls. add the 2010 Census Proclamation under New Business, Item #B.
CITIZEN COMMUNICATION
* None 
OLD BUSINESS
A.  Adjourn to Executive Session w/Legal Counsel: Real Estate
* Should return in fifteen minutes ( 7:20 P.M. )
B. Reconvene to Council Meeting
* Returned ( 7:17 P.M. )

C. Property Acquisition: Mayor
Discussion:  The Mayor asked the Councilmembers for direction on the property acquisition as discussed in Executive Session.

MOTION: Councilmember: Madler moved to allow our attorney to enter into negotiations to obtain easement on N. Hubbard Ave.
SECOND:  Councilmember: Weldon
VOTE:  3 - 0

YES:      Councilmember(s): Madler, Weldon, Hancock

NO:       -0-

ABSENT:  Councilor(s): Holyk, Marbut
*Motion passed

D. Update on Animal Control:  David Ridenour, Town Attorney
Discussion: David stated that the Town Clerk, Lynne Oldham, had found a "Cat Ordinance" since the last meeting & had e-mailed a copy to his office.  No one at Animal Control was even aware of this Ordinance. Since the Cat Ordinance mirrors the Dog Ordinance it will be easy to create one new ordinance to reflect both. As far as to the monies paid to Animal Control (approx. $6,000.00) for 2009, it has already been spent to pay the Humane Society & other obligations.  They will make concessions in the new agreement that is still being reviewed by the County attorney.

* Informational only/No action taken

E. Update on Bigfoot Fun Run:  Kelly Uhacz
Discussion:  The Mayor & I have already discussed the starting point (at the Town Hall) & that also, takes care of the restroom issues.  We appreciate the use of the building.  The Town Clerk has checked with the Towns' insurance carrier & asked for a list of the volunteers & the participating runners.   Chuck Adkins from the police dept. has driven the course & is OK with the route. The Fire Dept. has been notified & will have an emergency vehicle on-call.  We will notify the residents on Falls Road before the event. The run will be "1st. come- 1st. served".   The Yacolt Citizens Committee now has a P.O. Box. The Mayor & Council thanked Kelly for keeping them informed on this event. 

*Informational only/No action taken

New Business 
A.  Dept. of Health to Discuss Septic Systems on Under-sized Lots: 
Tom Gonzales, Program Manager

Discussion:  Tom thanked the Mayor & Council for allowing him to bring some information concerning a current septic application for 201 E. Yacolt Road.  The Dept. of Health has a letter dated 2003 that references lot sizes in 1994.  He asked that the Mayor & perhaps, Paul Tester to review this policy per lot size of 8,000 sq. ft & then getting together with Pete Roberts, P/W Director & the Council to update the policy. The Health Dept. is having a difficult time enforcing lot sizes under 10,000 sq. feet. Mayor: What are some suggestions for lots sizes that are land-locked & are 7,000-9,000 sq. ft.? Are there systems that will work? Tom: This lot at 201 E. Yacolt Road is too small and has been denied. Glendon systems might work.  Roger Foley: Can we put in sand beds? Chris Horn, Clark County Prosecutors Office: The risk for public health & safety is the foremost concern with these size lots. Glendon systems require infra-red application. Madler:  Should we look at these as a case-by-case situation? Tom: Your 12,500 sq. ft. is a standard lot that we can either approve/deny & then it can be appealed. We need to address these issues today & set guidelines. Mayor:  Our new subdivisions are 18,000 sq ft. 
Tom: 20,000 sq. ft. was set for Big Timber.  Chris: People who purchased property 20-30 years ago & now want to create new lots will have to abide by the lot sizes regulated by the Town.  Roger: I was approved & then denied. Mayor: We have other lots in town that have been approved in the 7,000-9,000 sq. ft. How does this help Mr. Foley while we are in the process of review?  Chris: In some cases approval has been based on variances & found to be OK. The soil is the critical area. Tom: how many more lots like this do you have? Roger: less than 1/2 of 21 properties. Other concerns were discussed: boundary line adjustments/nitrates even with properly installed septics/update the 1994 policy/Well #4  still shows signs of rising nitrates & Dr. Melnick wants the residents to be protected/Pressure distribution systems  do a good job. Tom: 201 E. Yacolt Road cannot be approved by the Health Dept. & after review is complete all lots need to comply w/new codes.  Mayor: Asked that Pete work w/the Health Dept. on this.  Tom thanked the Council for it's time.
*Informational only/No action taken

B.  The 2010 US Census Proclamation
Discussion:  Mayor & Council believe in the importance of the 2010 Census & thereby, agree to sign a proclamation.
MOTION:  Councilmember: Madler moved to have the Mayor & Council sign the proclamation so stated.
SECOND:   Councilmember: Hancock
VOTE:         3 - 0

YES:             Councilmember(s): Madler, Weldon, Hancock

NO:               - 0 -

ABSENT:     Councilor(s): Holyk, Marbut
*Motion passed

8.  Mayor's Comments:

* March 22nd. Workshop to review Building Ordinance & Septic Inspection Ordinance.   
9.  Public Works Dept. Report

*Pete, P/W Director, told the Council that Roger Foley has a vacant lot w/someone else's drainfield..It would require two separate septics at approx. cost of $16,000-$20,000.
*The Town Park project began today & should be completed within thirty days.

*We were awarded the elevator project on a CDBG Grant for $193,500.  The work on the elevator will begin after the Town Park is done.

10. Clerk/Treasurer's Report

 *General operating Fund:  $856.710.68
* Impact Fees:  $131,458.36
*Total: $988,169.04

11. Paying Bills on Behalf of the Town
*Current Expenses:  
$22,983.16 
*City Streets:

$  7,764.37   
*Cemetery

$     329.90
*Stormwater:

$     385.97    
*Septic Inspection
$     306.97
Bills presented in the amount of $31,770.37  Check #12678 - #12717
MOTION:  Councilmember: Weldon moved to authorize payments of the Warrants  

SECOND:  Councilmember:  Hancock
VOTE:
        3 - 0
YES:
        Councilmember(s):  Madler, Weldon, Hancock

NO:
        None

ABSENT:   Councilor(s):  Holyk, Marbut
*Motion passed.

ADJOURN
8:25 P.M.
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Lynne A. Oldham






Joe Warren

Town Clerk

 





Mayor

Minutes approved on April 5, 2010
