TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

DATE: May 3, 2010
CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE

PRESENT: Joe Warren, Mayor 
Councilmember(s):  Karen Holyk, Cindy Marbut James Weldon, Dave Hancock
ABSENT: Councilmember: Ron Madler
STAFF:     Lynne Oldham: Town Clerk

       Pete Roberts: Public Works Director
                   Tim Wedding, Public Works  
                   David Ridenour, Town Attorney

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
MOTION:  Councilmember:  Holyk moved to approve the minutes  
SECOND:  Councilmember:   Marbut
VOTE:        4 - 0

YES:
        Councilmember(s):  Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock
NO:
        - 0 -
ABSENT:   - 0-
*Motion passed.

LATE CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

*Not at this time

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION
*Resident, Laree Kunkel talked to the Council about the Septic Inspection Program. As a single parent on disability, I am not comfortable with the city taking care of it. The Mayor mentioned that this is area that is on the agenda but did allow Mrs. Kunkel's comments. She said she purchased her property in 2004 & did not know why she was on the program. The Mayor mentioned that her yearly rate of $84.00 had gone down to $33.34. Laree said that she received a letter from the town saying her septic was failing. Pete Roberts, P/W director said it was not failed..it just had a lot of water to the top. The Mayor said he would like to see the letter & for Pete to get together with Laree to see how we can help her. The Mayor thanked her for coming before the Council.
OLD BUSINESS
A. Presentation to Mayor & Council: Josiah Woltersdorf
* Josiah arrived late & the Mayor asked to place this after Item B is finished.
Josiah apologized for being a few minutes late. He thanked the Mayor & Town Council for giving him the opportunity of installing the Veterans Memorial beside the old Town Hall.  He, then, presented the Town a book entitled "Yacolt Veteran's Memorial".  It contains 58 pages of photos showing the project from beginning to completion to dedication. The Mayor said it was a pleasure working on all aspects of this project & it was a job well done.  Zach Woltersdorf said that they appreciate the chance to serve the community. Pattie Benge mentioned that the VFW will do a yearly Veterans Day ceremony & asked if the Woltersdorfs' would be interested in being a part of the ceremony. They agreed. The Mayor & Council thanked Josiah for such a great gift.

*Informational only/No action taken 
B. Update on Animal Control Agreement: David Ridenour, Town Attorney
 Discussion: The first issue is the Inter-local agreement & as of today we do not have the final numbers. Paul Scarpelli is the new head of Animal Control & I have an e-mail outlining the charges they suggest. 1) Base rate of $117 per call, assuming one hour, and $117 per hour thereafter 2) $142 per hour for overtime work 3) $70 per impounded animal, which changes if the humane Society ups its rates 4) Create a hierarchy of "must respond" "respond in 24 hours" and "respond within the week" categories of calls so that they can triage with other county cases based on limited manpower. 5) Some kind of built-in "cost of living" increase to the hourly rate, since the contract is traditionally a perpetual type of contract 6) Flow-through charges for any transportation or vet costs that the county incurs as a result of animals impounded from Yacolt. David told the Council that the Town may want to take on licensing.
The second issue is the ordinance on Cats/Dogs/Events should be ready for packets at the next meeting. Holyk: If we do the licensing ourselves wouldn't it benefit the Town financially? David: It might since no one has been licensing cats. The Town should look at the cost & the burden on staff.
*Informational only/No action taken

C. Adjourn to Executive Session w/Legal Counsel: Property Acquisition
*Mayor: It is now 7:17 PM & we should return no later than 20 minutes
D.Reconvene to Council Meeting
*Returned at 7:37 PM

New Business:

A. Discussion on Future of Skate Area in park: Mayor
Discussion: Joe Mills said that 3-4 yrs. ago there was talk of a skate park & that kids took donations to be used for that purpose. He presented a check for $419.29 to the Town to be used in the new flat play area in the Town Park. Mayor: I know the original plan was for the ballpark but with a CDBG Park Improvement Grant we can install modular skateboard equipment on the flat surface play area & if vandalism occurs then we can remove the equipment without losing funding. The first point of contact is Pete or you can meet with me to discuss what items would be of interest to include on the flat surface play area. Hancock: We did have a meeting about the skateboard park but no one showed up.  Mayor: Battle Ground has an automated splash area in Kiwanis Park & so will we. A few residents said that will be a great addition to the Town Park.
*Informational only/No action taken

B. Clark county health Dept. & Clark Public Utilities Request For Funds:

     Tom Gonzales, CCHD program Manager   
Discussion: I have had meetings with Steve Prather & Pete Roberts to discuss sampling wells up to Moulton Falls. We should do 40 wells at $20 per well. $400 has been approved at our end & CPU is asking the Town for the additional $400 to complete the testing. There are about 150 private wells at the south end of town & we are seeing an increase of nitrates along this line. Mayor: What is a rough estimate if the town took it on ourselves? Steve: Testing every other month with a $20 lab fee per well. You should do 40 wells in July or Aug. & then again in Nov. & Dec.. Weldon: The county was here a while ago & it fast flow gong south & that was considered good. Tom: Once you get to level 5 then you have to take action. Since most of these are at the south end and are on farm land that makes for higher nitrate levels.  More research is needed since our 2007 records. 
MOTION: Councilmember: Hancock moved to approve the  $400 funding request
SECOND:  Councilmember: Marbut
VOTE:        2 - 2
YES:            Councilmember(s): Marbut, Hancock

NO:             Councilmember(s): Holyk, Weldon
ABSENT:    Councilmember: Madler
*To break the tie the Mayor must vote..The Mayor votes "yes"
*Motion passed

C. Information on a Voucher System for the Septic Inspection program: 

     Pete Roberts, P/W Director
Discussion: Pete: To determine a way for the resident have a choice for inspectors..everyone in the town should be on it. Then residents would come into the town hall & pick up a voucher. Then they could call their own inspector. The town would maintain $10 - $15 off the voucher amount. We have approx. 20% of our residents that are not doing the state requirements. Marbut: doesn't this keep us 100% compliant with the town? Holyk: We already have state & county laws. Tom: It protects their systems, as well as it protects the ground water. Holyk: What do you do about the ones who do not comply with regulations? Tom: We send a past due letter & hope that enforces the inspection. Resident, Laree Kunkel: Does everyone have to be on the program & have green septic lids? For low income families are there any monies to help them? Mayor: Right now most people pay around $33 per year & the town does the work & the filing with the Dept. of Health. Residents: Many do not like the idea of the town making it mandatory for town employee inspections & think they should come up with another suggestion. Pete: Last year I listed needed repairs on many septics & during this years' inspection people did not make the repairs. Holyk: Couldn't we get a list from Public Health & if people are not compliant, then we can enforce it through an ordinance. Mayor: We should look at the pros & cons. the town is not here to make a profit, just compliancy for every septic system.  
MOTION: Councilmember: Weldon moved to table for future discussion.
SECOND:  Councilmember:  Marbut

VOTE:        4 - 0

YES:            Councilmember(s):  Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:             - 0 -

ABSENT:    Councilmember: Madler

*Motion passed

D. Public Hearing on Leilia's Garden Sub-Division: Pete Roberts, P/W Director
Discussion: Holyk, Who owns the property & how large are the lots? Pete: The Lawfflers own it. Tom Gonzales: The minimum for new lots is 18,000 sq. ft per lot. Pete: They are asking for 3 lots to one acre & all lots have been perc approved. The norm is 12,500 sq. ft. The Mayor asked for Pete and Tom Gonzales to meet & discuss the required lot size.
*Informational only/No action taken

Mayor's Comments:

*We will need to set a June date for a workshop re: Personnel Policy at our next meeting.
*I'd like to thank everyone attending for participating in our discussions. Seeing more people 

  attending these important meetings is very encouraging.

Public Works Dept. Report

*Pete, P/W Director, told the Council that the Splash Park installation should be completed by 5-13 & the camera system should be in by June 1.
Clerk/Treasurer's Report: Lynne Oldham

*General Operating Fund: $  937,413.21
*Impact Fees:

           $  150,718.19

*Total Funds:                       $1,088,131.40
Paying Bills on Behalf of the Town
*001 Current Expenses:  
$  9,245.49 
*101 City Streets:

$14,128.83
*103 Cemetery

$     781.83
*114 park Impact Fees
$  3,621.06

*402Septic Inspection
$     585.50
*403 Storm Water

$     846.68

Bills presented in the amount of $29,209.39  Check #12762 - #12795
MOTION:  Councilmember: Marbut moved to authorize payments of the Warrants  

SECOND:  Councilmember:  Weldon
VOTE:
        4 - 0
YES:
        Councilmember(s): Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:
        - 0 -
ABSENT:   Councilmember: Madler
*Motion passed.

ADJOURN
8:57 P.M.

__________________________________


________________________________

Lynne A. Oldham






Joe Warren

Town Clerk

 





Mayor

Minutes approved on May 17, 2010
