TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

DATE: May 17, 2010
CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE

PRESENT: James Weldon, Mayor Pro-Tem   
Councilmember(s): Ron Madler, Karen Holyk, Cindy Marbut, Dave Hancock
ABSENT: Joe Warren, Mayor
STAFF:     Lynne Oldham: Town Clerk

       Pete Roberts: Public Works Director
                   Tim Wedding, Public Works  
                   David Ridenour, Town Attorney

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
*Councilmember, Holyk, added corrections to the minutes to read: under New Business, item #B-No changes since 2003 of nitrate levels & Item #D to read 18,000 square feet for all lots in Yacolt.
MOTION:  Councilmember:  Marbut moved to approve the minutes with corrections 
SECOND:  Councilmember:   Hancock
VOTE:        4 - 0

YES:
        Councilmember(s):  Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Hancock
NO:
        - 0 -
ABSENT:   - 0-
*Motion passed.

LATE CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

*Not at this time

CITIZEN COMMUNICATION
 *Dan Russell, Pastor of the Yacolt Foursquare Church, asked the Town to help others in the community with assisting Jim Linderman & his property clean-up. His church has $2,000.00 to donate to this project.  Discussion: Council members asked what items were needed & Dan said a new trailer & other things. The Council asked Dan to prepare a list & a plan of action. Bring the outline to Lynne & she will include it on the next agenda, June 7th..
OLD BUSINESS
A. Public Hearing on Leila's Garden Sub-Division
* Pete Roberts, P/W Director, said that the owner, Kyle Lawffler, was not in attendance & that he did not have all the information, if questions arise.  Please remove from the agenda & table this until next meeting. Council agreed.

*Steve Unruh, neighbor of proposed sub-division, stated that he & his wife fully support Leila's Garden sub-Division.

*No formal action taken 
B. Dog & Cat Ordinance: David Ridenour, Town Attorney
 Discussion: David said that he went through the old ordinances & council has had time to review the draft of ordinance #465. He believes the fees in some circumstances were either too low or too high. Hancock: How can the Town enforce #4? #9 needs revision. Charges by Animal Control are getting very high & the Town should consider a way to cover costs. If the P/W Dept. should handle an in-house animal control that might be one solution versus Animal Control visits from Vancouver that costs approx. $114.00 per hour. Marbut: Section #21 for attacking & vicious dogs' fines should increase to $200.00. Council agreed. The Leash Law & Dogs-at-large under "all other violations". Madler: suggested under section #5 an ID chip if applicable. Seniors could have 1 dog & 1 cat & pay 1/2 price for licenses for both. Dog fights & puppy mills would fall under a felony. Holyk: Section #33 for companion animals should be run by ADA status. Other ideas & suggestions were mentioned. David will bring back a corrected draft for next meeting. 
*Informational only/No action taken

C. update on Clark County Mosquito Board: Karen Holyk, Board Member
* Two re-appointments have been made to the board. Crews are working full-time & fees are set to increase. 
*Informational only/No action taken

 New Business:

A. Request for Building Permit: Don & Laurel Roberts, 702 N. Hubbard
Discussion: This is a 31' X 12' metal building to store a boat. Pete: This bldg. is 18' from the property line back fence.  Each line is approx. 55" & 1 option is to contact the Health Dept.. Laurel: If we place it on the other side of the property because of the location of the drain field it would require removing 2 trees & some rhodies.  It would be very close to the fence. Holyk: Would this need a variance? Previously we approved it to place right next to the house. Marbut: I think the neighbors need to be OK with the placement & you should submit a new application when that is done. 
MOTION: Councilmember: Marbut moved to table this request until the neighbors have been notified & a new application comes before the Council
SECOND:  Councilmember: Holyk
VOTE:        4 - 0 
YES:            Councilmember(s):  Madler, Holyk,Marbut, Hancock

NO:             - 0 -
ABSENT:    - 0 - 
 *Motion passed

B. Request for Building Permit for E-Free Church in Yacolt
*Discussion: This is for a 12' X 21' car port.  Pete Roberts, P/W Director, spoke for the church since no representative from the church was in attendance. This will actually replace one that was there in the past. Madler: See if anyone complains about it.  Loren Boespflug: The old one was closer to 20' X 20' with 12' in the gable.
MOTION: Councilmember: Madler moved to approve building request.
SECOND:  Councilmember: Marbut

VOTE:        4 - 0

YES:            Councilmember(s):  Madler,Holyk, Marbut, Hancock

NO:             - 0 -

ABSENT:    - 0 -
*Motion passed

C. North Clark Little league to Host State Championship: Loren Boespflug
Discussion:  The girls' softball team will sponsor the State Tournament, July 17th for a week. This should bring in 300-500 people per day. This will be great for business. We are asking permission to allow a camp squad on the back senior field ( about 20 spots) & would like to open the fence & allow visitors to camp. Marbut: As long as restrooms & garbage service are supplied & the spaces allowed for camping are designated. Will you charge for the camping? Loren: We don't want to & are considering asking for a donation to off-set our expenses. Our insurance covers the Town & the Little League. The Yacolt Citizens Committee (through Crystal Bielec) asked if they could do something (vendor item) & we are considering it. We have traffic control, the Sheriff's Dept., Fire Dept. & EMS taken care of.   
MOTION: Councilmember: Marbut moved to approve the Little Leagues request

SECOND: Councilmember: Holyk

VOTE:       4 - 0 

YES:           Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Hancock

NO:            - 0 -

ABSENT:   - 0 - 

*Motion passed

D. Temporary Living in Campers & Motor Homes: Pattie Benge. Resident
*There are many good things that are changing in our Town. We need guidelines on where we stand & who makes the final decisions on things like people living in campers & motor homes.

Marbut: the final decisions should come from the Council. Madler: I know we have granted "hardship cases" like the Fillis' under Ord. #371. Pete: There are several campers in town being used for living.  Madler: Reading temporary dwellings in #371 they are subject to septic requirements & no more than one per property. Pattie: Maybe people should come into Town Hall & let the town know long a motor home will be on their property. Marbut: Need to make a new ordinance on this issue. A workshop will be needed. Let's bring the workshop back to the next agenda when all of us, including the Mayor, will be attendance. Council agreed & thanked Pattie for her input.

*Informational only/No action taken

E. Discuss Conditional Use Permit for Restaurant/Caretaker: Cyril & Sean Young

*Cyril: Trying to open the restaurant next door has been difficult because when we leased the building, we had  a lot more to do like the plumbing & roofing & the owners didn't tell us everything that had to be done. I have some concerns. We've been targeted recently by someone in Town Hall. I think it's because we are so close to City Hall.  It's been someone inside City Hall. Sean: It's not a good time. With my surgery & if we had been told the truth about what we had to do to open the restaurant. Then someone is telling me to put my dog in the fenced backyard & on a leash. Madler: Who is it? Sean: We have papers from the City. Madler: Do you have the papers? Sean: Not with me but they are somewhere inside the building.  Mayor Pro-Tem, Weldon: Who is the person inside City Hall that you are talking about? Sean: Lynne

Lynne: I am asking the Mayor Pro-Tem to allow me to answer Sean Young. Granted. Sean I have given you a courtesy mention about our Dog Ordinance last Friday, May 14th. as I watched you & your family walking from your residence down the street & returning with your Pit Bull not on a leash.  Then, Monday, May 17th., when I left to go to the bank I, again, asked you to please put your dog inside the fenced yard or on a leash. You said you didn't have to & refused to come inside to pick up a copy of the dog ordinance. I had Crystal listen to our conversation at the door & she made a copy of the ordinance in case you came in for it. But I have the copy here because I knew you would be here. I gave the copy to Sean Young & returned to taking minutes. Marbut: We are not here for a dog issue, so let's get back to the permit. No one lives inside unless it is operating as a business. Cyril: If Sean has to move & rent somewhere else then we won't be able to open. Council agreed to work on this caretaker item & Pete, P/W Director, recommending checking on old ordinances re: caretakers/shopkeepers in commercial buildings status. The Mayor Pro-Tem & Council thanked them for their input.

*Information only/No action taken

F. Street Signs For Yacolt Town Hall: Pete Roberts, P/W Director

*The Mayor has requested (4) larger directional street signs i.e. Town Hall/Fire Dept. Lynne: They are $25.00@..total cost $100.00.

MOTION: Councilmember: Marbut moved to approve the $100.00 for street signs.

SECOND:  Councilmember: Madler

VOTE:        4 - 0

YES:            Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Hancock

NO:             - 0 -

ABSENT:    - 0 -

*Motion passed

Mayor's Comments:

*Nothing at this time

Public Works Dept. Report

*Pete, P/W Director, told the Council that the Town Park should be completed by June 1, just waiting on dry weather. There will be an article appearing in The Reflector, tomorrow on the nitrates in the ground water. The last two readings on Well #4 shows a 2 1/2 percent increase. Holyk: Could that be caused by limbs in the wells? Aren't these readings from downstream & out of the town's limits? Pattie: How far out of town? Pete: Moulton Falls area.
Clerk/Treasurer's Report: Lynne Oldham

*General Operating Fund: $  940,313.70
*Impact Fees:

           $  150,718.19

*Total Funds:                       $1,091031.89
*Toni Nelson, Small Cities Specialist for AWC will be in the office Tues., Wedn., & Thurs. to review the 2008 & 2009 Annual Reports before our audit this year.
*We have received two grants for the Town Park from the Parks Foundation & I would like to send Crystal Bielec, Customer Service Clerk, to accept our grant awards since she wrote them. The Council members are invited to attend the award luncheon in June. The Town will be joining the Parks Foundation with membership of $50.00 per year. This will make us eligible for future grants.

*Liquor license renewal for the Tall Man's Saloon & a gambling license renewal for the Red Fir have been sent to the office. No complaints on either establishment.
Paying Bills on Behalf of the Town
*001 Current Expenses:  
$12,121.36 
*114 Park Impact Fees         $ 1,351.21
*101 City Streets:

$     862.38      *402 Septic Inspection Fee  $ -0-
*103 Cemetery

$         8.05      *403 Storm Water                 $      10.00
Bills presented in the amount of $14,353.00  Check #12796 - #12820
MOTION:  Councilmember: Marbut moved to authorize payments of the bills.  

SECOND:  Councilmember:  Holyk
VOTE:
        4 - 0
YES:
        Councilmember(s): Madler,Holyk, Marbut, Hancock

NO:
        - 0 -
ABSENT:   - 0 -
*Motion passed.

ADJOURN
8:43 P.M.

__________________________________


________________________________

Lynne A. Oldham






Joe Warren

Town Clerk

 





Mayor

Minutes approved on June 7, 2010
