TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

DATE



August 17, 2009
CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE

PRESENT: Mayor, Joe Warren 
Councilmember(s): Ron Madler, Karen Holyk, Cindy Marbut, James Weldon, Dave Hancock 
ABSENT: Pete Roberts, Public Works *representing Yacolt at B.G. City Council 
STAFF:     Lynne Oldham: Town Clerk/Treasurer

       Tim Wedding: Public Works 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

*With correction: Change from Dog Ordinance to Pet Ordinance for future events. 

MOTION:  Councilmember:  Weldon moved to approve the minutes

SECOND:  Councilmember:   Holyk
VOTE:       5 - 0

YES:
       Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock 
NO:
       None

Motion unanimously passed.

LATE CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

*None at this time
CITIZEN COMMUNICATION
Resident, Pattie Benge told the Council that she called 9-1-1 over the weekend because of smoke coming out of the woods near her home. While waiting for the police to respond, a visitor at her house went to investigate the smoke & found two tents/two campfires left unattended/three chairs/suitcases. When police went to the area & found all items removed but the campfires gave evidence that perhaps vagrants may have used the woods for living. Disscussion: Pattie asked if the police have located the man previously using the woods as his home. Mayor: No, not since his last sighting near the Town Park. Pattie: A person should be able to feel safe in their own home & not locating this man, is not acceptable for the safety for all residents. Resident, William Rowe, asked "What with all the vandalism, speeding, drugs & theft problems..What keeps us from not having our own police?" Mayor & Council: Money  Madler: The Town would have to put it before the voters to increase taxes. Resident, Ben Peeler, said that Clark County new Commander is Chuck Adkins & perhaps, the Town should revise our contract. Mayor: I will contact the Commander & set up a meeting to discuss the matters discussed here tonight. The Mayor thanked everyone for their comments.    
OLD BUSINESS
*None at this time
MOTION: Councilmember:  
SECOND:  Councilmember:   
VOTE:         

YES:           Councilmember(s):   
NO:             
*Motion   
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Interlocal Agreement with Cowlitz 2 Fire & Rescue: Ben Peeler, Fire Dist. #13
Currently the Town of Yacolt pays $94.50 per hour for Fire Inspection Services. Best rate is Kelso & Cowlitz County: $60.00 per hour. It usually takes 8 hours for an inspection. Insurance ratings list the Town a "6" which is very good. Hydrant system in Town is good & the response time for Cowlitz 2 is also, good. 

Discussion: Marbut: Do we need our attorney to review this? At least to look over the cost recovery. Mayor: Please review Exhibit B, attached to the interlocal.  The Town should not be paying for the Battle Ground School District & all the businesses in town. The Mayor will meet with the businesses owners to discuss the costs.  
MOTION:  Councilmember: Marbut moved to allow the Mayor to sign the Interlocal
SECOND:  Councilmember:  Holyk
VOTE:        5 - 0

YES:            Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:             None

*Motion passed unanimously

 B.  North County Community Food Bank Contract 2010: Elaine Hertz, Executive Director
Elaine: In today's economy the number of emergency food boxes has dramatically increased & we have seen an increase for Yacolt residents as well.  Our food boxes are weighed & recorded by poundage. We donate all breads & perishables to Loaves & Fishes every Friday. The first Monday we give out commodity items, i.e. cheese & milk & children's  formula. Approximately 350 food boxes are given out in a month, sometimes more. 
Discussion: Resident, Pattie Benge, asked why  

*Informational/no action taken

C.  Clark Count Arts Commission Proposal:  Laurel Whitehurst, Arts Supporter
Laurel wants to encourage creativity within Clark County.  She said that an average of 12,000 new people arrive yearly to make Clark County their home.  Many people are employed in the arts & an Art Commission function is to enrich all our lives. Schools are cutting art & that makes it more important to maintain art within the community.  Fundraising & a website are to be achieved in September.  Mayor: What step are the County Commissioner taking on the issue of an Art Commission?  Laurel: I will need to do a survey of local artists & get back to the Commissioners.  Councilmember, Hancock stated that lots of theatres are closing in the area.
Laurel: yes, they are but with local support the arts can thrive.

The Mayor & Council "Thanked" Laurel for her time & to update us of her progress.

*Informational only/No action taken

D.  Permission to remove trees off the Town's right-of-way at 503 W. Jones:

      Calvin Heidigger, Owner

Pete Roberts, Public Works Director, said that 3 - 4 trees need to be removed. Paul Tester mentioned the need to be removed before he retired. These trees are about 100 years old & under 100' tall.
Calvin will be able to remove the trees himself. The Mayor will talk to CPU & get the vouchers for tree replacements.
MOTION:  Councilmember: Weldon move to allow the tree removal as long as trees are replaced.
SECOND:  Councilmember:  Holyk

VOTE:        4 - 0

YES:            Councilmember(s):  Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock

NO:             Councilmember(s):  None

*Motion passed unanimously

E:  Elect Mayor Pro-Tem: Six month term(July-January 2010

MOTION:  Councilmember: Holyk moved to elect Councilmember,Dave Hancock
SECOND:   Councilmember:  Madler

VOTE:         3 - 0 

YES:             Councilmember(s):  Madler, Holyk, Weldon

NO:              Councilmember(s):  None

*Motion passed unanimously

Council convened into executive session at 7:55 PM
Council reconvened to Council Meeting at 8:20 PM
Mayor's Comments
*The Mayor "Thanked" the volunteers, residents & the Town staff for making the 4th. of July Rendezvous such a great success.

*National Night Out is Aug. 4th

    Councilmember, Weldon said he would donate a picture.

    Councilmember, Holyk said she would get candy.

    Other ideas: Ice Cream Cups/shaved ice

Public Work's Dept. Report: Pete Roberts, Public Works Director
*None at this time
Clerk/Treasurer's Report: Lynne Oldham, Town Clerk
In accts: Impact Fees  $115,103.71
               General Operating Acct.:  $1,133,587.39

               Loan on New Town Hall: $   125,024.20
WARRANTS

*Current Expenses:  
$ 92,993.59 
*City Streets:

$   2,509.54
*Cemetery

$      155.17
Warrants presented in the amount of  $95,658.30
MOTION:  Councilmember:  Holyk moved to approve warrants
SECOND:  Councilmember:  Weldon
VOTE:
        4 - 0 
YES:
        Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock   
NO:
        None

*Motion passed unanimously
ADJOURN
8:30 P.M.

_________________________________


________________________________

Lynne A. Oldham






 Joe Warren
Town Clerk

 





 Mayor  
Minutes approved on _July 20, 2009_
