TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

DATE



August 17, 2009
CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE

PRESENT: Mayor, Joe Warren 
Councilmember(s): Ron Madler, Karen Holyk, Cindy Marbut, James Weldon, Dave Hancock 
ABSENT: Pete Roberts, Public Works *representing Yacolt at B.G. City Council 
STAFF:     Lynne Oldham: Town Clerk/Treasurer

       Tim Wedding: Public Works 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

*With correction: Change from Dog Ordinance to Pet Ordinance for future events. 

MOTION:  Councilmember:  Weldon moved to approve the minutes

SECOND:  Councilmember:   Holyk
VOTE:       5 - 0

YES:
       Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock 
NO:
       None

Motion unanimously passed.

LATE CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

Request from resident on Community Events Board usage. Place under Item D/New business.
CITIZEN COMMUNICATION
Resident, Pattie Benge told the Council that she called 9-1-1 over the weekend because of smoke coming out of the woods near her home. While waiting for the police to respond, a visitor at her house went to investigate the smoke & found two tents/two campfires left unattended/three chairs/suitcases. When police went to the area & found all items removed but the campfires gave evidence that perhaps vagrants may have used the woods for living. Discussion: Pattie asked if the police have located the man previously using the woods as his home. Mayor: No, not since his last sighting near the Town Park. Pattie: A person should be able to feel safe in their own home & not locating this man, is not acceptable for the safety for all residents. Resident, William Rowe, asked "What with all the vandalism, speeding, drugs & theft problems..What keeps us from not having our own police?" Mayor & Council: Money  Madler: The Town would have to put it before the voters to increase taxes. Resident, Ben Peeler, said that Clark County new Commander is Chuck Adkins & perhaps, the Town should revise our contract. Mayor: I will contact the Commander & set up a meeting to discuss the matters discussed here tonight. The Mayor thanked everyone for their comments.    
OLD BUSINESS
*None at this time
MOTION: Councilmember:  
SECOND:  Councilmember:   
VOTE:         

YES:           Councilmember(s):   
NO:             
*Motion   
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Interlocal Agreement with Cowlitz 2 Fire & Rescue: Ben Peeler, Fire Dist. #13
Currently the Town of Yacolt pays $94.50 per hour for Fire Inspection Services. Best rate is Kelso & Cowlitz County: $60.00 per hour. It usually takes 8 hours for an inspection. Insurance ratings list the Town a "6" which is very good. Hydrant system in Town is good & the response time for Cowlitz 2 is also, good. 

Discussion: Marbut: Do we need our attorney to review this? At least to look over the cost recovery. Mayor: Please review Exhibit B, attached to the interlocal.  The Town should not be paying for the Battle Ground School District & all the businesses in town. The Mayor will meet with the businesses owners to discuss the costs.  
MOTION:  Councilmember: Marbut moved to allow the Mayor to sign the Interlocal
SECOND:  Councilmember:  Holyk
VOTE:        5 - 0

YES:            Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:             None

*Motion passed unanimously

 B.  North County Community Food Bank Contract 2010: Elaine Hertz, Executive Director
Elaine: In today's economy the number of emergency food boxes has dramatically increased & we have seen an increase for Yacolt residents as well.  Our food boxes are weighed & recorded by poundage. We donate all breads & perishables to Loaves & Fishes every Friday. The first Monday of each month we give out commodity items, i.e. cheese & milk & children's formula.
Approximately 350 food boxes are given out in a month, sometimes more. 
Discussion: Resident, Pattie Benge, asked why people in La Center go to Ridgefield for food boxes. Elaine explained that the NCCFB rule is to service within certain zip codes in Clark County. But we will assist with an emergency box if other agencies cannot.  We are asking for an increase from $1,450.00 per year to $1,800.00 for 2010. After more discussion the Council decided to review next years' budget before making a decision. Elaine thanked the Town for all their support in the past & hoped they would consider this request.  The Mayor & Council thanked Elaine for bringing this before the Council.
*Informational/no action taken

C.  Community Complaint: 102 N. Railroad Ave.  Tim Wedding, Public Works
Charles Whitcomb is a renter at 102 N. Railroad Ave. & is an animal butcher by trade. He seems to operating his business out of his house. Pete has talked with Charles concerning the use of lye to cover the smell of rotting meat in containers in his yard. Clark County Public Health Dept. said it is the Town's responsibility to take care of the matter. Tim to talk with owner of property.
Discussion: Mayor Warren said a Conditional Use Permit must be brought before the Council by Mr. Whitcomb. Cost for permit is a $250.00 non-refundable application. The Town Council will then decide if this business can operate at this resident.  Marbut: Find out if he has a business license elsewhere & let's take some form of action. We should pursue this under our business license or Nusance Ordinance.
*No action taken
*Informational only/No action taken

D.   Community Events Board Usage: Resident advertising request
A resident called Town Hall & asked if she could use the Community Board to announce a birthday gathering. What are the guidelines for such use?  Discussion: Most members suggested only non-profit organizations should be allowed to advertise. Others suggested looking into the electronic boards used by other cities. With stipulation that Town business takes presidence over all other messages.  Must have a thirty day advance notice of message & a (1) week duration on board. Research & draft Ordinance to reflect usage.  
*Informational/No action taken
MOTION:  Councilmember:  
SECOND:  Councilmember:   
VOTE:         
YES:            Councilmember(s):   
NO:             Councilmember(s):   
*Motion  
Mayor's Comments
*No updates or comments

Public Work's Dept. Report: Tim Wedding, Public Works
*Pine Street is ready for Chip/Seal tomorrow. Cost is roughly $40,000.00 as budgeted.
Clerk/Treasurer's Report: Lynne Oldham, Town Clerk
*The Town's general acct. maintains at $1 Million. The budget for 2010 will begin in September.
WARRANTS

*Current Expenses:  
$ 25,439.86 
*City Streets:

$   9,979.04
*Cemetery

$      209.44
*Storm Water            $      773.47
Warrants presented in the amount of  $36,401.18
MOTION:  Councilmember:  Madler moved to approve warrants
SECOND:  Councilmember:  Marbut
VOTE:
        4 - 0 
YES:
        Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock   
NO:
        None

*Motion passed unanimously
ADJOURN
8:30 P.M.

_________________________________


________________________________

Lynne A. Oldham






 Joe Warren
Town Clerk

 





 Mayor  
Minutes approved on _September 8, 2009_
