TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
DATE:
November 16, 2009
CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE

PRESENT: Mayor, Joe Warren
Councilmember(s): Ron Madler, Karen Holyk, James Weldon, Dave Hancock
ABSENT:  Councilmember(s):  Cindy Marbut
STAFF:     Lynne Oldham: Town Clerk

      Pete Roberts: Public Works Director

                 Tim Wedding, Public Works

                 David Ridenour, Town Attorney

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
MOTION:  Councilmember:  Weldon moved to approve the minutes

SECOND:  Councilmember:  Hancock
VOTE:       4- 0

YES:
      Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock
NO:
      None

ABSENT:    Councilmember(s): Cindy Marbut
*Motion unanimously passed.

LATE CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

*None at this time
CITIZEN COMMUNICATION
*Comments concerning the BPA I-5 Corridor Reinforcement Project:  Erin Grover: Public hearings will end 11/23 & Senator, Patty Murray is asking BPA for an extension. We hope the Town of Yacolt will take a stand on the impact this will have for all of us living in-and-around Yacolt.  Madler: Why don't they just use the existing route? This new line will affect many. Joy Tindall: At the Amboy meeting they said the power will go to Troutdale, OR. Patrick Borunda: Their line will go right through our Alpaca ranch. The Town needs to be involved. 150' towers will not blend into the scenery. Metal barns will need to be grounded. George Jensen: These lines will cut through my 30 acres. Amboy Middle School had about 1,000 in attendance. Line #29 is on Dole Valley Rd. Lines #27 & #28 will go thru' 100's of residential properties. Jim Mallonowski:Lines near Amboy is a route that minimizes the least amt. of destruction. Line #29 goes out quite a ways in Chelatchie Prairie. Madler: It seems that they usually find a way through that eliminates the cultural tourism sites & historical recreational play areas. Mrs. Borunda: There has been a 2 yr. impact study that shows at least 8,000 households will be affected. Not everyone in the area were notified which shows "selective" mailings. Mayor: It would be a proper course of consensus by the Council to send a letter to BPA showing an official position. Council approval: All

Motion: Madler moved to send a letter stating the town's position to BPA

Second: Hancock

Vote:  4 - 0

Yes: Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock

Absent: Marbut

*Motion passed unanimously

OLD BUSINESS

    A. State Audit Findings Response 2005 - 2007: Mayor & David Ridenour
David: There are negative items within this audit. The public who attend these meetings & try to keep informed on town issues know that every town needs proper "checks & balances". The Town has shown the efforts to correct items in the audit i.e. BIAS accounting system for Towns & Cities was purchased to update the old computer accounting system,a finance committee has been established, & the Town changed personnel. We must remember that this an audit that has taken two years to produce & the Town has complied with State Auditor requests. What the Mayor & Council wants is to move forward. Perhaps the Council would consider hiring a CPA & computer expert to look into areas that the State Auditors could not locate. Consensus from the Council members was for David to bring back the names of a CPA & computer person to do just that.

*Information only/no action taken
    B. Town Web Site: Karen Holyk, Town Council Liaison
The home page contains a brief history/Events/Minutes will show the last two approved ones & the balance will go to archives/We still need bio's for the Council & Staff, along with a picture/Photo Gallery & links to other state governments/visit www.townofyacolt.com  The Mayor extended his thanks to everyone who helped put the web site together.

*Informational only/no action taken

NEW BUSINESS:
     A. Request For Zoning Change: Roger Foley
Roger Foley requests that two lots on W. Cushman that are zoned commercial be rezoned residential. Hancock: Are these properties zoned commercial or residential commercial? We don't have section #4 in our packets. Pete: It is zoned neighborhood commercial C-1. Holyk: Do these properties face Cushman? Pete: Yes, Cushman & Amboy.  Mayor: Roger wants to combine three lots into two lots & build two residential houses. Are there any drainage problems? Pete: No
MOTION: Councilmember: Weldon moved to change the zoning from commercial to residential

SECOND: Councilmember:  Madler

VOTE:       4 - 0 

YES:          Councilmember: Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock

NO:          -0-

ABSENT:    Councilmember(s): Cindy Marbut

*Motion passed unanimously  
*on a separate question to Roger Foley: When did you record the easements for Hubbard & Yacolt? Foley: Apparently the paperwork is lost and it was never recorded at the County. Roger said he gave the paperwork to Brenda Finnegan, Town Clerk at that time, to file & she did not do it.  He will give the 10 feet of right-of-way to the Town. 

    B.  5th. Wheeler, Campers & Trucks On Front Lawns: Larry Schave, W. Christy
Larry: When we purchased our property on W. Christy the builder gave each resident an agreement that read, in parts, that all yards were to be mowed & yards to appear to be neat & clear of junk, etc.. This neighborhood is approx. fifteen years old & within the last year a few neighbors have placed 5th. wheelers & campers either on their lawns or on the streets blocking driveway sight-ways. Two empty lots are fire hazards with tall grass issues. Mayor: There is no law governing personal property. Other than creating new ordinances or reviewing our Nuisance Ordinance. The last resort would be to issue a letter from the Town asking the resident to comply with neighborhood agreements. Hancock: We certainly don't want to see neighbors suing neighbors. Mayor: We can all agree to review our Nuisance Ordinance & see where this falls under.
The Mayor & Council thanked Mr. Schave for bringing this before the Council.

*Informational/no action taken

    C.  Liquor License Renewal: The Red Fir

Discussion: Mayor, the Red Fir has a clean license with no action against them. 

MOTION:  Councilmember:  Holyk moved to approve the license renewal. 
SECOND:  Councilmember:  Hancock
VOTE:        4 - 0 
YES:          Councilmember(s):  Madler, Holyk, Weldon, Hancock
NO:          -0-
ABSENT:    Councilmember(s): Cindy Marbut
*Motion passed unanimously   
MAYOR’S COMMENTS
*The Council Workshop on the 2010 Proposed Budget is 11/23 at 7 P.M... He thanked the Yacolt Citizens Committee for all the work they are doing for the Town.  The Veterans Memorial was a great success. Many thanks go to Josiah Woltersdorf & his entire family. An estimated 200 people attended & were treated to a delicious pulled-pork sandwich, chips, drinks, & cake!   
Public Works Department Report: Pete Roberts, Public Works Director
*Tim Wedding, P/W Dept.: A crew from Larch Correction added lights to the Christmas Tree. Update on the new town hall: 10/29/09 an upstairs toilet ran for over a day, 6,000 gallons of water fell into the first floor, $60,000 so far has been paid by our insurance company to repair the damage. The kitchen cabinets have to be replaced. 
Clerk/Treasurer's Report: Lynne Oldham, Town Clerk
*General Operating Fund: Maintains at $1 million
WARRANTS

*Current Expenses:  
$10,366.45
*City Streets:

$     366.97
*Cemetery

$ -0-
*Stormwater:

$ -0-    
*Parks/001

$ -0-

Warrants presented in the amount of $10,733.42  Warrant #12442 - #12452
MOTION:  Councilmember: Holyk moved to authorize payments of the Warrants  

SECOND:  Councilmember: Hancock
VOTE:
      5 - 0
YES:
      Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk,Weldon, Hancock

NO:
      None

ABSENT:    Councilmember(s): Cindy Marbut
*Motion unanimously passed.

ADJOURN
8:37 P.M.

__________________________________


________________________________

Lynne A. Oldham






Joe Warren

Town Clerk

 





Mayor

Minutes approved on _________________
