TOWN OF YACOLT, WASHINGTON
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
DATE:
December 7, 2009
CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL ATTENDANCE

PRESENT: Mayor, Joe Warren
Councilmember(s): Ron Madler, Karen Holyk, Cindy Marbut, James Weldon, Dave Hancock
ABSENT:  Councilmember(s):  None
STAFF:     Lynne Oldham: Town Clerk

      Pete Roberts: Public Works Director

                 Tim Wedding, Public Works

                 David Ridenour, Town Attorney

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
MOTION:  Councilmember:  Holyk moved to approve the minutes

SECOND:  Councilmember:  Marbut
VOTE:       5 - 0

YES:
      Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock
NO:
      None

ABSENT:    Councilmember(s): None
*Motion unanimously passed.

LATE CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

*None at this time
CITIZEN COMMUNICATION
Council Sentiments:  Councilor, Weldon: We should retain our current janitorial staff.  They have done a good job all these years & we should continue to use them over at the new Town Hall.  Mayor:  When we change residents, such as moving into a new Town Hall it is important to follow procedure & advertise for bids. I, agree, with Councilor, Weldon, they have done a great job.

Old Business  
A.  State Audit Findings 2005-2007: Mayor & Town Attorney, David Ridenour
                                                        Open for public discussion

No direct comments from the public. Councilor: Marbut, I think all of our questions were covered during the exit meetings the State Auditors held with all of us. Residents: Paul Tester, Are you satisfied with it? Mayor's response: No, not really. Resident: Pattie Benge, It does show that Brenda Finnegan did do something. Are we, as a Town, still hiring a CPA to go through the old accounting system & an expert person to look at the computer records? David Ridenour, Town Attorney: Yes, to both your questions & I will have more information on both under A of new business. Paul Tester: I have set through audits as a councilmember & also, an employee & I have found that recommendations by different auditors can be different. David Ridenour: Handed out copies of the audit to those in the audience who wanted one. Lynne Oldham, Town Clerk: Explained that the Town has changed from Warrants to Checks in the last eighteen months. Since we work on a cash accounting system this eliminates an additional balancing of a statement. Councilor, Madler: That makes sense for banking records.

*Information only/No action taken

B.  Wastewater Facility Plan: Letter authorizing Hazel Dell District to be the contract
      manager & Kennedy & Jenks to be the wastewater engineers.  
Discussion: Council to authorize the Mayor to sign letter to Commissioner Kimsey on above Wastewater

Facility Plan.
MOTION: Councilmember: Weldon moved to allow Mayor to sign letter to Commissioner Kimsey.
SECOND: Councilmember:  Hancock

VOTE: 5 - 0

YES:  Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO: None

ABSENT: Councillor(s), None
*Motion passed unanimously

NEW BUSINESS:
A.  CPA Proposal:  David Ridenour, Town Attorney

Discussion: David has contacted three individuals to assist the Town in further investigations re: audit findings due to old accounting system. Go back to 2008 to 2005 to look into journal entries in the AIMS program. Lynn Cook is an AIMS expert with Diversified Accounting. After downloading our AIMS
Program she will be able to tell us if the files are corrupt & if not, she will be able to rebuild the data files. May require 3 - 5 hrs. of research @ $75.00 per hour. Toni Nelson, Small Town Specialist, within the Auditors office in Spokane charges approx. $20.00 per hour & Lynne will contact her to set up an appointment this month or January 2010 to go over the Town's current BARS coding so that our accounting is up to date. The last person that we might con tact is Tiffany Couch. She is familiar with AIMS software & she charges $175.00 per hour. All councilors agreed that this is the way to proceed.

MOTION:  Councilmember: Marbut moved to include in the budget $2,000.00 under professional services to utilize the above proposal.

SECOND: Councilmember: Holyk

VOTE:  5 - 0

YES:  Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:  None

ABSENT:  None

*Motion passed unanimously
B. America Recovery and Reinvestment Act ( ARRA) Money for Sewer Systems:
    Pete Roberts, PW Director
There is approx. $3 billion available for this will fund up to 45% of budget & payments start after sewer is up & running.  $400,000 is funding by Senator Joe Zarelli & the money goes directly to Kennedy & Jenks.  Hook-up charges may be $7,500 per house. Resident, Pattie Benge, asked if the people in town get to vote on this. Pete: Yes, there will be public hearings on this. Councilor, Marbut: Absolutely, there will more than one public hearing. Mayor: Since this is Federal monies we should be able to get 3.25% interest on financing for the project per Bruce Whittle with USDA office. Pete will look into this with Bruce in January 2010.

*Informational only/No action taken  
C. Request For Zoning Change on Cushman Street: Pete Roberts, P/W Director
Pete stated that after review & public input re: changing the two lots on W. Cushman from Commercial to residential that it would be in the best interest of the Town to reverse the two lots back to C-1. There is so little of commercial property within the town limits. Roger Foley was in attendance & agreed to the decision of the Council.
MOTION: Councilmember: Marbut moved to change the zoning back to C-1
SECOND: Councilmember: Weldon
VOTE:       5 - 0 

YES:          Councilmember: Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:          -0-

ABSENT:    Councilmember(s): None
*Motion passed unanimously  
D. Setbacks for New Homes On Existing Historical
Roger Foley with Timberland, Inc. has asked for less set backs on about ten houses on the south side of Cushman Street.  Paul Tester said that 10,000 sq. ft. lots were established in the 1970's.  Mayor: houses by Johnson & Jones used some set backs with special arrangements. Councilmember, Marbut: Can we table this? Roger Foley: No, we want to know tonight so we can obtain Clark County permits.  After discussion on the right-of-way footages ( 50' North & South/60' East & West). Counmembers want to table this until Jan. 2010 mtg.

MOTION: Councilmember: Marbut moved to table the set-backs until Jan. 2010 & to approve as needed septics in front yard, submit with plot plan & leave it in the office until next meeting.

SECOND:  Councilmember: Weldon

VOTE:  5 - 0 

YES: Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:  - 0 -

ABSENT:  Councilmember(s): None

*Motion passed unanimously   
E.  Requirements On Building New Homes:  Pete Roberts, P/W Director 

Pete recommends we start dry lines for the future sewer. We will use Hazel Dell guidelines & record on all building applications for sheds, etc. & business licenses. *other suggestions i.e. charges on building inspections, permits & property tax. Councilmember, Marbut suggested Pete check on Ridgefield & La Center's RFP for Building Inspectors. No action to be included in motion on this item. 
MOTION:  Councilmember:  Marbut moved to approve the building requirements.
SECOND:  Councilmember:  Hancock
VOTE:        5 - 0 
YES:          Councilmember(s):  Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock
NO:          -0-
ABSENT:    Councilmember(s): None
*Motion passed unanimously
F. Building Permit Application Presented for Don & Laurel Roberts, 702 N. Hubbard Ave.   
The Roberts' want to place a non-permanent structure like a skeleton frame similar for car-port use. There is not ordinance on this type of structure. Councilmember, Madler: Neighbors may have an issue with where you place it. Laurel Roberts: It is not ready to set-up & we will check with our neighbors about the placement in our backyard. Council wants the town's attorney, David Ridenour, to check on our Ordinances.
MOTION: Councilmember: Marbut moved to table this until we hear from our attorney.

SECOND: Councilmember: Holyk

VOTE:  5 - 0 

YES:  Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:  - 0 -

ABSENT: Councilmember(s): None

*Motion passed unanimously

G. Building Permit Application Presented for Denise Stevens/Timberland, Inc.
This property is 304 W. Cushman Street. Roger Foley for Timberland, Inc. requests 20' instead of 25" setbacks. Mayor: Corner lots need to be 25'.  Discussion:  Any trees that are removed on public property need to be replaced. Metal stakes to be placed to show dry line to be ready for sewer lines along with a list of sub-contractors to make sure they have a current Yacolt business license & impact fees are all completed before building commences or a "Stop Work Order" will be issued. 
Councilor, Weldon, asked if a motion could be passed for both agenda items G & H. All agreed.

H. Building Permit Application Presented For Timberland, Inc.

Parcel #065810-000

MOTION:  Councilmember: Weldon moved to approve both building permits (items G & H) with the above stipulations.
SECOND: Councilmember: Hancock

VOTE:  5 - 0 

YES: Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO: - 0 -

ABSENT: Councilmember(s): None

*Motion passed unanimously

I. Yacolt's Citizen Committee Request For Funds:  Karen Holyk, Council Liaison 

Karen requested permission for the Town to purchase six Roughneck tubs to store event supplies. Approx. cost is $12.00 each for a total of $75.00.  The Mayor said he will allow this cost to be deducted out of his discretionary fund.

MOTION:  Councilmember: Marbut moved to allow $75.00 out of the Mayor's discretionary fund in the amount of $75.00.

SECOND: Councilmember: Hancock

VOTE:  5 - 0 

YES: Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:  - 0 -

ABSENT: Councilmember(s): None

*Motion passed un animously

J. Ordinance #463 - Adopting The Budget For The Fiscal Year Ending 12/31/10
Discussion: Councilmember, Weldon, read a prepared statement expressing his concerns that the Council must face the facts that the Town must remain financially sound. Vanc. has made major cuts, along with Ridgefield & La Center with salary freezes. Battle Ground has cancelled National Night Out due to budget cuts. We must remain careful & be prudent with our employees' salaries. Councilor, Holyk, said that we have two department heads (Pete Roberts, Public Works Director & Lynne Oldham, Town Clerk) that do not make the same salary. I believe they do in most other small towns & cities. Maybe we should look into why we have always paid these two departments differently. Councilor, Marbut agreed that the Council should review the salaries.  Mayor: Property acquisition of the Diefel property on N. Hubbard Ave. needs to decide for the budget. Should we carry a note at a low interest rate or should we pay cash for the property? It was agreed by all to pay cash & sell the property as soon as possible & replenish the reserve account.

MOTION:  Councilmember: Marbut moved to approve the 2010 Budget with adjustments to professional services & to pay the property acquisition out of the reserve.
SECOND:  Councilmember: Madler

VOTE:  5 - 0

YES:  Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:  - 0 -

ABSENT: Councilmember(s): None
*Motion passed unanimously

MAYOR’S COMMENTS
*Christmas Tree Lighting was an extremely cold night but many residents braved the weather & enjoyed the activities.  Our citizens have expressed their pleasure on the banners that line the streets. Our Christmas celebration gets better each year & everyone looks forward to it. "Thanks to all the volunteers & staff that makes it happen.

*I attended a ribbon cutting ceremony for a Youth Outreach for young men last week. It is a faith-based organization off of Gabriel & Kelly Hill Road. It opened in Sept. 2009 & houses 12 to 20 young men ages 18 - 25 who are trained in new & useful life-skills.

*BPA Committee met at the Yacolt Primary School with approx. 150 people in attendance.  The general consensus is that BPA is looking further East for the lines so that a minimal or zero people will be relocated.

*C-Tran will meet on 12/21 to appoint board members.  Bill Ganley has done a good job & we should retain him.  Councilor, Weldon has expressed interest in the past so we will put this up for discussion at our next meeting.

*Councilor, Madler mentioned that the plaques for the Veterans Memorial need to be attached.  The Mayor said he would see Josiah Woltersdorf & remind him. 
   
Public Works Department Report: Pete Roberts, Public Works Director
Pete Roberts: All damage will be repaired by the middle of December.  The bills are being directed to our insurance company. 
Clerk/Treasurer's Report: Lynne Oldham, Town Clerk
*General Operating Fund: Maintains at $1 million/CD at $65,000/Impact Fees: $61,600
WARRANTS

*Current Expenses:  
$62,592.04
*City Streets:
          $72,355.23
*Cemetery

$     380.25
*Stormwater:

$  1,727.50    
*Septic Inspection      $        15.11

Warrants presented in the amount of $137,070.13  Warrant #12453 - #12508
MOTION:  Councilmember: Mabut moved to authorize payments of the Warrants  

SECOND:  Councilmember: Holyk
VOTE:
      5 - 0
YES:
      Councilmember(s): Madler, Holyk, Marbut, Weldon, Hancock

NO:
      None

ABSENT:    Councilmember(s): None
*Motion unanimously passed.

ADJOURN
9:10  P.M.

__________________________________


________________________________

Lynne A. Oldham






Joe Warren

Town Clerk

 





Mayor

Minutes approved on December 21, 2009
