October 20, 2003

Council Chambers

The Yacolt Town Council met in regular session on October 20, 2003, at 7:00 p.m.  The call to order by Mayor Robertson was followed by the flag salute.  Councilmembers present were Tindall-Ellis, Case, Smith, Messer, and Mason.  There were visitors present.


There was a motion by Smith, seconded by Mason to approve the minutes of the October 6, 2003 meeting.  Motion Carried.


Citizen Barb Kinkade was present to voice concerns about the location of the proposed community center building, which will also serve as a “check-in” facility for out-of-custody offenders.  Barb’s concerns were about the types and numbers of offenders in the facility at any given time.  Citizen Brian Paris also asked about what “other out-of-custody offender counseling activities” means.  Mayor Robertson told Barb and Brian that the Town would get the answers to these questions.  Citizen Jill Caughman was present to voice concerns about the use of Clark County Sheriff’s Deputy overtime hours for traffic patrol.  Mayor Robertson informed Jill that CCSO is presently hiring reserve deputies, who would be the ideal choice for traffic patrol.  Councilmember Messer commented that several Dept. of Corrections officers employed at Larch Correction Center live in Yacolt and that these officers would be good candidates for serving as reserve deputies since they have already completed a good share of the testing involved.  Jill said she would be glad to distribute information about the reserve deputy program at Larch Correction Center, since she works there.


Old Business:

There was a discussion on Ordinance #427.  There was a motion by Case, seconded by Smith to adopt Ordinance #427 – Adopting A Policy Governing The Posting Of Informational Posters On The Bulletin Board In Town Hall.  Motion Carried. 


Councilmember Smith presented an update on the nuisance violation at 312 E. Clark Street.  The property owner has removed almost all of the violations.  There are a few vehicles remaining on the property, but the owner does have prospective buyers for them.  The Mayor will contact the Town Attorney about what our next step should be.


There was a discussion on the use of residential property for commercial purposes at 503 N. Pine Avenue.  Councilmember Case commented the property being used is Town property.  The Clerk/Treasurer will investigate the ownership of the property being used.  The item will be back on the agenda for the November 3, 2003 meeting.


Mayor Robertson requested that CDBG projects for the 2004 funding cycle be added to the agenda.  The Clerk/Treasurer informed the Council that the appraiser visited the property at 201 E. Jones Street on Friday, October 17th.  Councilmember Tindall-Ellis excused herself to the public chairs and explained that she has had extreme difficulty in getting any answers from Jeff Witler at Clark Public Utilities regarding the removal of trees from her property.  On Friday their discussion on the matter came to an impasse.  The Clerk/Treasurer informed the Council that Jeff had contacted Town Hall twice about the matter—once to ask for $3,500 of funding assistance from the Town for the tree removal project, and a second time to report about the situation with the property owner.  Jeff indicated that CPU is still willing to work with the Town on removal of the trees.  Due to these developments the Mayor asked the Council to give consideration to moving ahead with the secondary project on Blackmore Avenue.  There was a discussion on the matter.  There was a motion by Case, seconded by Smith to seek funding for the Blackmore Avenue project for the CDBG 2004 funding cycle with the provision that the property acquisition and tree removal at 201 E. Jones Street still be pursued.  Motion Carried with Councilmember Tindall-Ellis abstaining from the voting.


New Business:


Mary McDonald with Washington State Dept. of Natural Resources was present to inform the Council of the availability of 2004 Community Forestry Assistance Grant funding.  The minimum request for an eligible project is $3,000, with the maximum request for an eligible project being $10,000.  The minimum match requirement is 50%, with volunteer hours being credited at $15 per hour.  The categories for eligible projects are:  Program Development, Education, Tree-Planting and Riparian Restoration, and Maintenance.  The applications for the program must be submitted by March 17, 2004.  Mary left information about the program with the Clerk/Treasurer.


There was a discussion on traffic calming devices.  Dave O’Brien from North Country EMS was present to discuss the impacts of traffic calming devices on emergency services personnel and equipment.  The two main issues are loss of load and response times.  Loss of load refers to the shifting of unconfined equipment.  Councilmember Mason will research the types and effectiveness of traffic calming devices used by other municipalities.  The matter will be back on the agenda as additional information is available.


There was a discussion on cat licensing.  There was a motion by Smith, seconded by Tindall-Ellis to have a representative JAWS and a representative from Clark County Animal Control attend the November 3, 2003 meeting in order to discuss how the three agencies can work together to address the cat population matter.  Motion Carried.


The Mayor reminded the Council of the workshop scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 22nd at Yacolt Primary School.  The purpose of the workshop is to discuss school impact fees. 


There was a discussion on the property at 204 N. Parcel Avenue.  Mayor Robertson asked Councilmember Case what his concerns were about the property.  Councilmember Case indicated there are nuisance violations on the property.  There was a motion by Mason, seconded by Messer to have pictures taken of the property and have them presented at the November 3, 2003 meeting.  Motion Carried.


The Clerk/Treasurer advised the Council that Yacolt Trading Post’s liquor license is up for renewal.  There was a motion by Case, seconded by Mason to approve the liquor license renewal for Yacolt Trading Post.  Motion Carried.


There was a motion by Tindall-Ellis, seconded by Case to accept the September, 2003 Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Motion Carried.


Mayor Robertson had no comments for the Council.


There was a motion by Mason, seconded by Smith to approve warrants #9039 through #9051 as follows:  Current Expense - $4,020.54; Fire Department - $241.69; Parks Department - $98.02; City Street - $3,860.57; Cemetery - $26.37; and Stormwater - $41.55.  Motion Carried.


Mayor Robertson declared the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
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